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ABOUT THE FILM
In THE DOUBLE, the mysterious murder of a US senator bearing the distinctive mark a Soviet assassin, who goes by the code-name of Cassius, forces a retired CIA operative, Paul Shepherdson (Richard Gere), to pair up with a young FBI agent, Ben Geary (Topher Grace), to solve the murder.  

Convinced that Cassius has long been dead after having spent his career tracking down Cassius and Cassius’ rivals, Shepherdson unwillingly takes the case after his former supervisor, Tom Highland (Martin Sheen), challenges him to prove his theory correct against recent evidence that says otherwise.  Meanwhile, Agent Geary has studied Cassius’ history long before his days at the FBI.  Fascinated with Cassius’ story, Geary wrote his Masters thesis on the Soviet killer.  Unlike Shepherdson, Geary believes that Cassius has emerged back and has returned to his killing spree. 

As Shepherdson and Geary work their way through each crime scene, emerging clues begin to unravel and reveal that Cassius may not be the person they’ve thought to be all along and his double life may just jeopardize their lives.  
The espionage thriller THE DOUBLE stars Richard Gere, Martin Sheen, Topher Grace, Odette Yustman, Stana Katic and Stephen Moyer in Michael Brandt’s directorial debut.  Penning the script with his writing partner Derek Haas, Brandt and Haas reunite after co-writing the screenplay for “Wanted” and “3:10 To Yuma.” 

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
Following the success of “3:10 to Yuma” and “Wanted,” writing duo Michael Brandt and Derek Haas were looking for a project that would allow Brandt to direct and Hass to produce – a goal they had set out to accomplish 11 years ago when they sold their first script.  

“We love the process, we love writing and I certainly love directing and I love having him producing next to me,” reveals Brandt about their first project, THE DOUBLE in which they tackle roles outside their usual norm.  

For their directing and producing debut, Brandt and Haas, respectively, wanted to embark upon a Russian spy thriller and much like on their previous films, they refused to write in a room together.  Instead they sent each other the drafts back and forth via email.  “Our entire policy is to just make it better.  You know when that line that you wrote isn’t as good as the line that comes back, just make it better,” comments Haas.  

Though the script went through many different drafts, the plot always involved a retired CIA agent’s inability to capture one of the seven Russian assassins that he was in charge of taking down during the Cold War.  Then 20 years later, he is forced out of retirement and gets paired up with a young FBI agent to investigate the recent murder of a US Senator, in which the prime suspect is the one Russian assassin that got away.  

The script was stuck at a studio for years until both Brandt and Haas were able to retain the rights to it.  However, the deal stated that they only had a year to develop the film, giving them only a small window to get it made.  

From the beginning, Brant and Haas wanted to make a commercial film, but one that felt real, and while a lot of production companies were interested in financing the film, most of them felt that the scale of the project could not be accomplished with their budget.  Ashok Amritraj, CEO and Chairman of Hyde Park Entertainment, disagreed with that notion and gave them a chance to achieve what they wanted creatively.  “I think he’s trusted us a lot and let us cast the movie in a way that will look and feel like a movie way beyond the budget that it actually is,” says Brandt.
Once Amritraj was on board, the script was immediately sent to Richard Gere.  “He was the first name we talked about and we talked about him because there are a few guys in the proper age range to do this movie who can be two things at once.  He is just one of those talented human beings who can bring intensity and incredible warmth to the same thing,” says Brandt of their primary pick for the role of Paul Shepherdson.  

Luckily, Gere was represented by the same agent as Brandt and Haas and he responded to the script immediately. “As the director, I conned my way out to his house in the Hamptons and showed up to his front door saying, ‘Hey, I wrote that movie THE DOUBLE!’  Three hours later, I had done my dog and pony directing presentation and he said, ‘This sounds great!  Let’s do it,’”  recalls Brandt of his pitch to the actor.  

For Gere, it was the complexity of the characters, not just of Paul Shepherdson but of the others as well, that he enjoyed most about the script. “Everyone in the story is a very good liar and liars make particularly good characters for actors to play with.  I don’t know what that says about us as human beings though,” comments Gere.  

Casting for the role of the young FBI agent Ben Geary was slightly more challenging as the person they were eyeing for the role was Topher Grace or as they playfully refer to him as “Nopher” because Brandt and Haas had heard he’s infamous for turning down projects.  However, this was one project Grace couldn’t turn down, especially the opportunity to work with Gere.

“In my industry, there is no one greater than Richard Gere.  The guy can really do anything, multiple times in multiple genres.  Just by being around someone that has had that much experience that is that good, you hope that that rubs off on you and just become more like them,” Grace says of acting with one of the people he admires most.

The chemistry between Gere and Grace was definitely a key factor in making the film.  According to Brandt and Haas, they saw the parallels between Gere’s and Grace’s characters and the actors themselves as Gere took on the mentor role towards Grace.  “We kind of evolved into a personal relationship that is similar to the one in the movie,” offers Gere. However, Grace humbly argues that “I am challenging him in no way because he is the boss.  It’s like we got Kobe on our team but he passes the ball a lot so that’s nice.”  

To prepare for his role, Grace had to do some minimal preparation including familiarizing himself with learning a new language. “I am not a method actor,” he said, “but I did have to get with a Russian coach because it is a really difficult language to wrap your tongue around if you only speak English.”   In addition, Grace had to become acquainted with the FBI jargon.  

Apart from learning Russian and the FBI lingo, Grace had to put himself in familial mode as his character is a family man with a wife and a daughter, a stark contrast to Gere’s solitary character.  For Grace, entering the unknown territory of marriage and kids was scarier than learning how to shoot a weapon.  “The first thing we had to do was take pictures with our daughter and this is all new territory for me… like I’ve never shot a gun before but this was scarier,” he admits of the family portraits they had to shoot on set.  

For Grace, the daunting process was made easier by Odette Yustman, the actress who plays his wife in the film.  Grace had known Yustman prior to shooting THE DOUBLE and was thrilled to have a familiar face on set, “She is just as lovely in real life… and she is an amazing actress, too.”  Though intimidated by the familial side of his character, Grace liked that Ben Geary was a family man because though he is a great character, his role at home made him feel more of a real person and one that the audience can relate to as he grapples with the moral questions presented to him in the story.  

Joining Richard Gere and Topher Grace is a talented cast of supporting actors, including two female actresses who shine amidst a predominantly male cast.  An up and coming actress, Yustman has had roles both on the small screen, including ABC’s family drama “October Road,” and on the big screen, with JJ Abrams’ “Cloverfield.”  

Like Grace, Brant and Haas were very impressed with Yustman.  “She is the emotional center of the film,” says Haas.  Brandt adds, “She is just instantly likeable.  She is beautiful and a great actress but there is just warmth about her from the minute I first sat down with her to talk about being in the movie.”  

Unlike Yustman’s maternal and doting wife character, Stana Katic plays the role of Amber – a Russian hooker who Shepherdson interrogates in his attempt to solve the murder.  Best known for the ABC show “Castle,” Katic’s by-the-book cop in the show is nothing like her trailer-park call girl in the film.
The filmmakers gave Katic high praise for how she handled every take of a particularly intense scene with Gere that involved a fight and a chase. “Every time I walked over to her, she had sand in her eyes and nose and scratches everywhere but she kept saying: ‘Let’s go, go, go!’  I was just so impressed with her ability to go forward and push for things,” explains Brandt of Katic’s passion for the scene.  

For the role of Tom Highland, the head of the CIA, the first name out of Gere’s mouth was Martin Sheen. “Martin is very solid, and very warm, and I think that is something that we wanted in this relationship between Paul and Tom.”  

The two men have been looking for the perfect project to work on together.  Both their early work had been with Director Terrence Mallick - Sheen was in “Badlands” and Gere was in “Days of Heaven” - and both had been impressed by each other’s work.  So when Sheen heard that Gere would be playing the role of Paul Shepherdson, he jumped on the chance to play the CIA Head; “[Richard’s] actually one of my heroes,” he said. “I would be embarrassed to tell him that because he is a very down to earth guy.”    

Playing the role of Brutus – one of the seven Russian assassins that Shepherdson had to track down – is an individual who’s familiar with darker roles.  Best known for his role in Alan Ball’s “True Blood,” Stephen Moyer takes on the sinister character of Brutus – who we see in flashback scenes during the early days of him becoming a Russian spy and twenty years later in jail.  

To prepare for his role, Moyer not only had to be physically in shape to play a believable killer, he also had to mentally put himself in a bleak and menacing mode, one that exceeded the expectations of the filmmakers.  Haas remembers, “The guy does shadow boxing before he goes into every take and he is just doing all this stuff to get him worked up and then he walks out and it is electrifying.  We always thought that the Brutus character was somebody who could have a field day with and Stephen took it to the next level.”  

As the director, Brandt did not give Moyer any specific directions on how to play the character.  Brandt gave Moyer free wheel to create the look of the character and “Stephen came in with the ideas of scars on his eyes and ideas for the tattoos.  Honestly I just got out of the way and let him do his thing.” 

Though he’s never seen “True Blood,” Grace was just as impressed at the absolute contrast between Moyer’s character and real-life personality, “Stephen is great.  It’s funny when you have a guy playing a Russian killer but is British and the most-lovely guy off camera.”  

The character of Brutus was no easy feat for an actor especially with one scene that required for the character to eat a few batteries to make himself ill to attempt an escape from prison.  In the film, Paul Shepherdson and Ben Geary visit Brutus in jail to get information about Cassius.  In order to do so, they bribed Brutus with the one object he wants most - a radio and his first connection to the outside world after 10 years.  

Indeed, Brutus used the radio to connect with the outside world - a means to escape the prison he’s been locked up in for a decade.  Throughout cinematic history, there had been many ways in which prisoners have escaped prison and Brandt and Haas wanted to make sure they conceive a creative yet believable idea, “something cool and different” says Haas. 

Though it was the filmmakers who conjured up Brutus’ escape plan, they credited their assistant director for researching the validity of it - what would happen if one were to eat a battery. “Apparently, nothing!  It would just come out the other end and you would totally be fine,” recalls Brandt of the memory on set. 
Finding the perfect cast can be challenging but scouting the ideal location can be just as tricky, especially when the scene calls for a penitentiary setting.  Partially shot in Detroit, the filmmakers scouted different prisons that would match the look and feel of the film.  However, the compact size of jail cells didn’t lend itself to easy filmmaking. “If you’re shooting in a real prison, there’s no place to put a camera outside the cell without looking through the bars and that’s why most people build their own prisons and move walls and move cameras in and out,” says Brandt of the complexity of the scene.  

Luckily Brant and Haas found a location that would work for the scene.  “The key to our prison was that Geary and Brutus have this conversation that Paul is watching but that Brutus can’t see Paul’s face because Paul shot him all these years ago and Paul doesn’t want him to see his face,” explains Brandt of their choice of jail location.

Like any spy thriller, THE DOUBLE takes place in the nation’s capital, though unlike its predecessors, the film showcased other sides of Washington D.C.  Instead of utilizing the landmarks and the monuments that the city is known for, the filmmakers decided to show the grittier side of D.C.  “It’s a little dirtier; it’s a little messier and sort of have this little spy game play out on that side.  We tried to find locations that kept it authentic and real like the trailer park, the Potomac River and the stamp yard,” said Haas of their decision to go against the norm.  

The first-time filmmakers credit their crew, most of whom they have worked with in the past in some capacity, for the successful experience on their first project, “We have a pretty strong vision in terms of the kind of set we want to have and the kind of people we want to have around us and if you don’t fit that, then go because we just don’t need you,” says Brant of the strict “no asshole policy” they have on set.  

Certainly film sets will always have their stressful moments but Brandt and Haas impressed their cast in the way they handled their first film together, especially when some of them have never worked with first-time directors, such as Grace who says of Brandt: “Although he is hardly new to any of this, he has been on tons of sets and actually started out as an editor.  I took that as a really great sign in terms of him understanding what he wants.”  

Sheen, who has worked with a great deal of filmmakers in his career, says of the filmmaker and writing duo, “I hadn’t met either of them and until I got here, I only spoke to Michael over the phone. I was very impressed and very honored by them. Michael is so sweet to everyone and he doesn’t seem to be phased by anything.”  

As first timers in the director and producer’s chair, Brant and Haas have enjoyed the experience of being more in control of the vision they’ve set forth.  Bradnt explains that previously as a writer he “missed the final creating of the movie.  I’ve missed being there through the editing and through the sound mix. It’s not because I thought we would make better movies than that; we would just make our movies and there is a difference in that.”  

Due to their multiple roles on THE DOUBLE, Haas believes that the most gratifying part has been reaching the goal they’ve set up to accomplish 11 years ago, “For us to have collaborated on the script phase of it and collaborate through prep and then to watch [Michael] go and get these performances out of these actors, as a producer, it has been gratifying.  As his partner though, it has been even above that.”

FILMMAKER Q&A

Q: What is the writing process like?  How do you guys write a script together?

Michael Brandt:  We have been writing together, we sold our first script eleven years ago.  The way we’ve come about it was kind of organic, Derek and I started writing a screenplay from 1000 miles away from each other, and as we wrote, we just emailed different versions back and forth and eventually we got a script that we really liked, and that was the first script we sold eleven years ago. And to this day that is still the way we operate.

Q: Do you ever disagree about the direction of the screenplay?

Derek Haas:  No, you know we rarely, rarely argue. Our entire policy is, just make it better, and you know, you know when the line that you wrote isn’t as good as the line that comes back. Just make it better has worked for us for this many years.
MB:  Yeah, just making it different isn’t good enough.  If he just makes it different, I’ll just put mine back in when he’s not looking. And now that I’m directing, I get the final say anyway.

Q: After being in the director’s and producer’s chair, has the experience made you change the way you look at writing?
DH:  Haas: It hasn’t changed the way we look at writing but it definitely makes us choosy on what projects of ours we would want to do this again – with him directing and me producing.

MB: Quite honestly we are not sure how this is going to work out. I mean, we love the process; we love writing and I certainly love directing and I love having him producing next to me.  But we don’t know that there is going to be 100 movies in front of us as writer-director.
Q: Most of the characters in your scripts are complex, how important is it to have layered characters in your stories?

MB:  I mean what we really try to do is have bad people that do good things or good people that do bad things and I think if that’s there then that’s interesting for an actor. I mean that’s interesting for me as an audience member and if you look at the classic characters of all time were bad guys trying to do good things or the other way around and so, that comes easy for us and I think if you write a good version of that character then actors are drawn to that.

Q: What has been the experience like on your first film?

DH: Michael and I have been so lucky that on our first movie.  We are trying to do a scope way beyond the budget of this movie. I mean this could have bee a crazy and stressful situation to work in but I think Michael, from the head down, has been like ‘This is how I want to make a movie.’ It doesn’t have to be where everyone’s yelling at each other to get things done; we have been lucky.
ABOUT THE CAST
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RICHARD GERE (“Paul Shepherdson”)
Humanitarian, actor, and Golden Globe winner, Richard Gere is known for his roles in such films as “Chicago,” “Unfaithful,” “An Officer and a Gentleman,” “Days of Heaven,” “American Gigolo,” “Pretty Woman,” and “Final Fear.”  
Gere was most recently seen in Fox Searchlight’s  “Amelia,” opposite Hilary Swank and Ewan McGregor and Overture Film’s “Brooklyn’s Finest,” alongside Don Cheadle and Ethan Hawke. His next films include THE DOUBLE with Topher Grace and Martin Sheen and the animated Yankee film, “Henry and Me.” 

The first of his 2008 releases, “Nights in Rodanthe,” is based on the best-selling novel by Nicholas Sparks and reunites him with Diane Lane. “Nights” tells the story of a man who, while on a journey to reconcile with his estranged son, checks into a North Carolina inn and begins a life-altering romance with a woman who is burdened with the decision of whether or not to stay in an unhappy marriage.  The other, “Hanchiko: A Dog’s Story,”is a remake of the 1847 Japanese classic, “Hanchiko Monogatari,” and chronicles the bond between a college professor and the abandoned dog he rescues.

In the fall of 2007, Gere was seen in the critically acclaimed film “I’m Not There,”a film that provides a view into the life and songs of the legendary Bob Dylan as told through seven-characters. The all-star cast includes Cate Blanchett, Christian Bale, and the late Heath Ledger.

Additionally in 2007, Gere graced the screen in several other releases: First, he starred in Lasse Hallström's critically acclaimed film “The Hoax,” based on the true story of Clifford Irving (Gere) who sells his bogus biography of Howard Hughes to a premiere publishing house in the early 1970s. The film costars Alfred Molina and Marcia Gay Harden. Later he appeared in “The Hunting Part,”a film that tells the story of two journalists that head to post-war Bosnia on an unauthorized mission to locate the region's number one war criminal.  Problems arise when their target mistakes them for a CIA hit squad and decides to bring the chase to them.  The film costars Terrence Howard and Jesse Eisenberg.

Christmas of 2002 Gere sang and danced his way onto the big screen in the Academy Award winning film adaptation of “Chicago,” playing the infamous lawyer Billy Flynn.  In January of 2003, Gere won his first Golden Globe Award as Best Actor in a Musical or Comedy for his performance in “Chicago.” The Miramax musical all-star cast includes Catherine Zeta Jones as Velma and Renee Zellweger as Roxie Hart.

In 2004 Gere teamed up with, Susan Sarandon and Jennifer Lopez to in the romantic comedy, “Shall We Dance” and in 2005, Gere was seen in the well respected film, “Bee Season,” based on the book by the same name. 

In 2001 Gere was seen in the critically acclaimed Fox Searchlight dramatic thrilled “Unfaithful,” directed by Adrian Lyne.  The film, which also stars Diane Lane and Olivier Martinez, centers on a couple living in the New York City suburbs whose marriage goes dangerously awry when the wife indulges in an adulterous fling.  Earlier that year Gere was seen playing a reporter drawn to a small West Virginia town to investigate a series of strange events in Sony Picture’s psychological thriller “Mothman Prophecies,” opposite Debra Messing. 

Born in Philadelphia, Richard Gere showed his artist ability at a young age, by playing a number of instruments and writing music for high school productions.  Gere won gymnastics scholarship to the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, where he was philosophy major.  While at school, Gere caught the acting bug and left college after 2 years to pursue acting, landing a lead role of ‘Danny Zuko’ in the London production of the rock musical "Grease" in 1973.   After spending full sessions with the Provincetown Playhouse and Seattle Repertory Theatre, he performed in a number of New York plays, notably the title role in Richard Farina: “Long Time Coming and Long Time Gone,” in addition to two plays by Sam Shepard, “Back Bog Beast Bait” and “Killers Head.”
His career was established with performances in the Broadway rock opera “Soon” and the New York production of the British farce “Habeas Corpus.”  Gere’s other theatre credits include the Lincoln Center presentation of “A Midsummer Nights Dream” and London Young Vic Theatre Production of “The Taming of the Shrew.”  Gere returned to the Broadway stage in 1980 with “Bent,” winning the Theatre World Award for his portrayal as a homosexual concentration-camp prisoner.

Gere’s motion picture debut came in 1978 with Oscar-honored “Days of Heaven,” for which he received the Italian equivalent of the Academy Award.  His subsequent films include “Looking for Mr. Doodbar,” with Diane Keaton, “Blood Brothers,” John Schlesinger’s “Yanks,” and “American Gigolo.”  His next film was the 1982 blockbuster “An Officer and a Gentleman,” followed by “Breathless,” “Beyond the Limit,” “The Cotton Club,” “Power,” “No Mercy,” and “Miles From Home.”
In 1990, Gere received Box-office acclaim for his portrayal of a corrupt cop in “Internal Affairs” and starred opposite of Julia Roberts in the year’s top-grossing picture, “Pretty Woman” This movie captured the nation’s heart, and won the People’s Choice Award for Best Movie.  The following year, he made a guest appearance in Japanese director Akira Kurosawa’s “Rhapsody in August.”  Additional film credits include the MGM political thriller “Red Corner,” directed by Jon Avnet and in Micael Caton-Jones remake of “The Jackal” for Universal Pictures. 

 Gere was also the first actor to agree to appear in “And The Band Played On,” the HBO adaptation of Randy Shilts book about the first five years of AIDS in America.  Gere played the role of a fictional choreographer.

In 2000 Gere starred in the box-office hit “Runaway Bride,” for Paramount Pictures.  In this romantic comedy, Gere was reunited with his “Pretty Women” director Garry Marshall, and co-star Julia Roberts.  Also in 2000, Gere stared as a Dallas gynecologist who is surrounded by adoring women in “Dr. T and the Women” directed by Robert Altman.  The directed film, film also stars Helen Hunt, Liv Tyler, Farrah Fawcett, and Kate Hudson.

Off screen, Gere is an accomplished pianist and music writer.  He is also actively involved in developing projects and has executive produced “Final Analysis,” “Mr. Jones,” and “Sommersby.”
A student and friend of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Gere, for over twenty years, has made numerous journeys throughout India, Nepal, Zanskar and Tibet, Mongolia and China.  He is an accomplished photographer who has worked extensively within these regions.

His first book, “Pilgrim,” published in 1997 by Little, Brown and Company, is a collection of images that represent his twenty-five year journey into Buddhism.  With a foreword by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the book is Gere’s personal vision of this ancient and spiritual world. 

An outspoken human rights advocate, Gere has done much to draw attention to the tragedy that has been unfolding in Tibet under Chinese occupation. 

He is the founder of the Gere Foundation, which contributes to numerous health education and human rights projects and is especially dedicated to promoting awareness of Tibet and her endangered culture.  The Foundation contributes directly to His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan community-in-exile and to aid in the cultural survival of the Tibetan people.  In 1987 Gere was the founding chairman of the Tibet House in New York.  After leaving Tibet House in New York in 1991, he became an active member of the Board of Directors of the International Campaign for Tibet based in Washington D.C., and in 1996 became Chairman.  Gere has testified on Tibet’s behalf before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Congressional Human Rights Caucus, the European Parliament, and House International Operations and Human Rights Subcommittee.

Gere currently lives in New York with his wife Carey Lowell and their son Homer.
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TOPHER GRACE (“Ben Geary”)

Topher Grace, who was a weekly fixture in homes across America on the hit comedy series “That ‘70s Show,” seamlessly transitioned from the small screen to the big screen.  In 2004 he was honored with Breakthrough Acting Awards by both the National Board of Review and the New York Online Film Critics for his roles in Paul Wietz’s “In Good Company,” starring opposite Dennis Quaid and Scarlett Johansson, and Dylan Kidd’s “P.S.,” opposite Laura Linney. 

Grace most recently starred in Robert Rodriguez’s thriller “Predators,” alongside Adrien Brody and Laurence Fishburne and Garry Marshall’s “Valentine’s Day,” opposite Anne Hathaway.  He will next be seen in the upcoming comedy “Take Me Home Tonight,” with Anna Faris, which he also executive produced for Relativity Media.  Topher is currently in production on HBO’s “Too Big To Fail” and he just completed production on Michael Brandt’s thriller “THE DOUBLE,” in which he stars opposite Richard Gere. 

Grace’s major breakthrough in film came with his debut role in Steven Soderbergh’s Oscar nominated “Traffic,” which he followed-up with memorable cameos in Soderbergh’s “Ocean’s 11” and “Ocean’s 12.”  Grace’s other credits include Robert Luketic’s “Win a Date With Tad Hamilton,” “Mona Lisa Smile,” with Julia Roberts and starring opposite Tobey Maguire and Kirsten Dunst as the evil Venom in the third installment of the Spider-Man franchise.   

Due to a tennis injury, Topher fell into acting in a high school performance of “A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum.”  Upon graduating, he moved to Los Angeles to attend USC and was asked to read for the starring role of Eric Forman on “That ‘70s Show” by a high school classmate’s parents who had seen him perform.  It was his first audition.

Grace now splits his time between New York and Los Angeles.
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TAMER HASSAN (“Boz”)
UK born actor Tamer Hassan has made quite a name in a short period of time.  Coming from rough and humble beginnings, Tamer Hassan has beaten the odds to become of England’s brightest stars.  UK audiences were first exposed to Tamer’s menace and charm playing leads in director Nick Love’s cult classics ”The Football Factory” and “The Business.”   The films caught the attention of Hollywood, which lead to great supporting roles in big bigger films.  Tamer was part of Daniel Craig’s crew in “Layer Cake,”  played a heavy alongside Jet Li in “Unleashed,” and was part of the memorable Russian Bathhouse fight scene with Viggo Mortenson in “Eastern Promises.”
As the 2000s came to a close, Tamer worked hard to advance himself as an actor.  He re-teamed with three of his previous directors to fantastic results.  He played the title role in the UK smash hit “Dead Man Running,” which had supporting turns from Brenda Blethyn and Curtis ’50 Cent” Jackson.  The film was directed by Alex De Rakoff who gave Tamer his first acting role in Working Title’s “The Calcium Kid.”  Director Louis Leterrier hired him again to play “Ares” the God of War in his film “Clash of the Titans” and Matthew Vaughn brought him back for a small, but memorable role in his film “Kick Ass.”
In 2010 Tamer moved his family to Los Angeles in hopes of taking his career to the next level.  The risk paid of quickly as he booked three high profile jobs.  Tamer landed a recurring role on America’s #1 drama “NCIS” on CBS.  He played the lead villain in “Blood Out” for Lionsgate alongside Val Kilmer, Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson, and AnnaLynne McCord.  Above all, he is most excited about his role as “Boz” in THE DOUBLE for Hyde Park Entertainment.  The film stars Richard Gere, Martin Sheen, Stephen Moyer, and Topher Grace.  The role allows Tamer to both show of his range as an actor playing a Russian spy and his physicality as an actor in incredible fight scenes.
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STANA KATIC (“Amber”)

With the highly-acclaimed one hour series "Castle" and a cult comic-book flick "The Spirit" already under belt; Stana Katic is emerging as Hollywood's next film and TV household name.

Stana can be seen as the lead in season two of the ABC series "Castle" alongside Nathan Fillion. "Castle" circles around the lives of a crime-thriller novelist Rick Castle (Fillion) suffering writer's block and a young, type-A NY detective Kate Beckett (Katic).  The two are thrust together when a series of copy-cat murders mimic Rick's novels. The ensuing witty rapport reveals a clashing of minds and an attraction of spirit that result in Beckett becoming Castle's unwilling new muse. "Castle" airs Monday at 10:00PM on ABC. 

Stana was most recently seen in "The Spirit" opposite Samuel L. Jackson and Eva Mendes. The talented actress delivered audiences a quirky, sexy rookie Morganstern. Directed by Frank Miller, this comic-book film centers on the story of rookie cop Denny Colt's return from the beyond as Central City's saviour "The Spirit". The movie grossed $29.8 million worldwide to date.

Stana also appeared as Corinne Veneau in "Quantum of Solace" with Daniel Craig. In this Bond series installment, Bond further plunges audiences into the world of revenge and espionage as he stops an environmentalist from destroying a country's vital resource. The film, nominated for a 2009 Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for "Best Action Movie", grossed $570 million worldwide.

Stana's other film credits include "Feast of Love" opposite Morgan Freeman and Greg Kinnear and "Stiletto" with Tom Sizemore, which is available on DVD.

Stana has also appeared on some of television's most critically acclaimed shows. She recently portrayed torch singer Simone Renoir in "The Librarian: the Curse of the Judas Chalice," garnering top cable ratings. Stana's own vocals were used for the sultry theme song.

She was also seen in the television mini-series "Would Be Kings" opposite Robert Forester and Natasha Henstridge. Stana has recurred on "Heroes," "24," "ER," and "The Shield".

Stana currently resides in Los Angeles.
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STEPHEN MOYER (“Brutus”)

Stephen Moyer currently stars in Alan Ball’s hit HBO series “True Blood.” The show takes place in a modern day world where vampires are able to live amongst mortals by drinking synthetic blood. It is based on the best selling books series, the “Sookie Stackhouse Story” by Charlaine Harris. “True Blood” also stars Oscar winner, Anna Paquin who plays a physic barmaid (Sookie Stackhouse) in Louisiana who falls for a vampire by the name of Bill Compton (Moyer).  “True Blood” earned a Golden Globe nomination for “Best Drama Series” for both its first and second seasons. The average viewing for Sunday nights in the second season is 4.9 million. The third season of “True Blood” received excellent ratings and reviews. Season four will premiere in June 2011.

Moyer first turned heads when he appeared on the series “The Starter Wife,” opposite Debra Messing. The show was recognized by critics and fans alike and was nominated for multiple Emmy, Golden Globe and SAG Awards. 

Moyer will be seen next on the big screen in “Priest,” alongside Paul Bettany and Cam Gigandet. Moyer has recently completed filming “Ice,” “Tribes of October,” and “The Caller.” Moyer will soon begin filming “Big Valley,” starring Lee Majors and Richard Dryfus.

Moyer appeared in “88 Minutes,” the drama staring Al Pacino and directed by Jon Avnet. He also starred in “Undiscovered,” the teen cult classic, the Oscar nominated film “Quills,” opposite Kate Winslet and Joaquin Phoenix, “Prince Valiant” with Katherine Heigl, and “Restraint,” “Deadlines,” “Perfect,” “Alternative Endings,” and “Trinity.” 

Moyer’s television credits include “Ny-lon” opposite Rashida Jones, “The Final Quest,” “Uprising,” “Entrusted,” and the BBC series “Life Support.” 

Moyer currently resides in Los Angeles and London
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MARTIN SHEEN (“Tom Highland”)
Multiple Emmy© and Golden Globe© Award winner Martin Sheen is one of America’s most celebrated, colorful and accomplished actors.

The Ohio native has appeared in more than 65 feature films including a star turn as Army Captain Benjamin L. Willard in Francis Ford Coppola’s landmark film “Apocalypse Now,” which brought Sheen worldwide recognition. The film also starred Marlon Brando, Dennis Hopper and Robert Duvall.  Other notable credits include “Wall Street,”with son Charlie Sheen and Michael Douglas, Academy Award©-winning film “Ghandi,” with Sir Ben Kingsley, “Catch Me If You Can,” with Leonardo DiCaprio & Tom Hanks, “The American President,” with Michael Douglas & Annette Bening, and a Golden Globe© nominated breakthrough performance as Timmy Cleary in “The Subject Was Roses,” – a role he originated on Broadway and for which he received a Tony Award© nomination as Best Featured Actor.

In 2006, the actor played ill-fated cop Oliver Queenan in Martin Scorsese’s Academy Award©-winning film “The Departed,” opposite DiCaprio, Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson, Mark Wahlberg and Alec Baldwin.

The same year, Sheen joined another all-star ensemble cast for the highly acclaimed feature “Bobby,” written and directed by his son Emilio Estevez. “Bobby” was nominated for a Golden Globe© Award and a SAG Award© and starred Anthony Hopkins, Harry Belafonte, Laurence Fishbourne, Sharon Stone, William H. Macy, Elijah Wood, Demi Moore and Heather Graham.  

Upcoming feature films include Columbia Pictures' “3D Spider-Man” and “The Way.” 

For television audiences, Sheen is best recognized for his award-winning role as President Josiah Bartlet in NBC’s “The West Wing” (1999-2006).
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ODETTE YUSTMAN (“Natalie)
Paving the way for young Latinas, the beautiful and talented Odette Yustman is certainly one to watch. In September 2010 she stars in the Disney film “You Again” opposite Kristen Bell, Jamie Lee Curtis and Sigourney Weaver.  Yustman recently completed production on the Hyde Park film THE DOUBLE, in which she stars alongside Topher Grace and Richard Gere. 
Other upcoming films for Yustman include the action-comedy “Rogues Gallery” in which she stars alongside Ellen Barkin, Zach galifankis, and Rob Corddry as well as “And Soon the Darkness” in which she stars opposite Karl Urban and Amber Heard.

In 2009, Yustman starred in the David Goyer directed psychological thriller “The Unborn” for Universal opposite Gary Oldman.  Odette made her mark on the big screen JJ Abram’s “Cloverfield”. 

On the small screen, Odette recently completed a pilot for Happy Madison/FOX.  She is familiar to television audiences from her role as Aubrey on the ABC drama “October Road”.    

Odette started her acting career in Universal’s “Kindergarten Cop”.  

She currently resides in Los Angeles. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

MICHAEL BRANDT (Director, Writer) / DEREK HAAS (Producer, Writer)
Michael Brandt and Derek Haas are the force behind such engaging, fast-paced, kinetic screenplays as 2008’s blockbuster “Wanted.”  Brandt and Haas’ adaptation of the acclaimed graphic novel starred James McAvoy, Morgan Freeman and Angelina Jolie and grossed $339 million worldwide.

The pair recently wrapped production on THE DOUBLE, which marks Brandt’s directorial debut.  They wrote the screenplay together and the film was shot in Detroit.  The film is about a retired CIA agent who has to work with a younger FBI agent to solve a senator’s movie.  The Hyde Park film stars Martin Sheen, Richard Gere, Stephen Moyer, Topher Grace, Stana Katic, and Odette Yustman, and will be released in 2011.

Brandt and Haas are adapting the novel “The Thirteenth Hour” for New Line Cinema with Michael DeLuca producing.  The story follows a man falsely accused of brutally murdering his wife who is given an opportunity to go back in time, in one hour increments for 12 hours, to find and stop his wife’s killer before it’s too late. 

Brandt and Haas also adapted “The Matarese Circle,” based on Robert Ludlum’s novel, for MGM with Lorenzo di Bonaventura and Nick Wechsler producing.    Denzel Washington and Tom Cruise are attached to star and David Cronenberg will direct.  They are also writing the next installment of “Beverly Hills Cop”for Paramount with Lorenzo di Bonaventura producing and Brett Ratner directing.

Brandt and Haas first met at Baylor University in 1989, where they attended both undergrad and graduate school. At Baylor, Brandt received an MA in Film and Haas graduated with an MA in English Literature. The duo started writing screenplays together in the mid 1990s.

Their first produced work, Universal’s “2 Fast 2 Furious,”has amassed over $236M in worldwide box office. In September 2007, Brandt and Haas wrote the number one box office film, the remake “3:10 To Yuma,” starring Russell Crowe and Christian Bale, directed by James Mangold.

In addition to their thriving writing partnership, Brandt has been hired to direct “Countdown,” based on the Richard Matheson short story “Death Ship” with Haas producing and both Brandt and Haas writing. Haas’s first novel, “The Silver Bear,” a thriller centered on the life of an assassin, was published by Pegasus books (distributed by Norton) in July 2008.

Edward Borgerding (Executive Producer)
A veteran media professional with extensive experience in managing and operating international media companies, Edward Borgerding joined ADMC in 2007 as CEO. 

Prior to joining ADMC, Borgerding was Executive Vice-President of Walt Disney International in Hong Kong. During his tenure, Borgerding oversaw the operating units of the Walt Disney Company in the Asia Pacific region, including India and the Middle East.  This included activities related to television, home video, consumer products, internet, theatrical distribution and Disney Channels. 

Borgerding has also produced, ’Wolverine and the X-Men’, a 26 episode animated television series together with Marvel Productions and First Serve Toonz which was completed in 2007.  

In 1995, Borgerding established the first Disney Channel outside the U.S., in Taiwan. In 1997 he opened the Disney Channel in UAE and another in Australia.  He also established the first television offices for Disney in both India and China.

Borgerding began his career in the Disney Studios in Burbank, California in theatrical distribution and marketing, before moving to London in 1984.  

Patrick Aiello (Producer)
Patrick Aiello is the Executive Vice President of Production at Hyde Park Entertainment and is the key development / production executive of the mini major.  Aiello oversees a multi-genre mainstream slate for Hyde Park’s co-financing production and distribution deal with 20th Century Fox, and services all other major studio relationships for the company.

  

Multi-Hyphenate Aiello co-wrote and is Producer on such highly commercial, four-quadrant feature development projects as “Bumper to Bumbper,” “Deck the Halls,” and “The White Shadow” for 20th Century Fox and “Marine Mammals” and “Witches” for Walt Disney Pictures. 

 

In 2003, Hyde Park Chairman Ashok Amritraj brought Aiello into the mini-major with a first-look producing deal, and in 2005, Aiello transitioned into Hyde Park’s Senior Executive post, where he fulfilled company’s tent-pole mandate for their new co-production deal at 20th Century Fox with such commercial fare as the high-concept comedy “New Year’s Steve.” 

 

From 2006 thru 2008, Aiello oversaw the production of “Asylum” and produced Hyde Park’s self-financed film “Street Fighter” for 20th Century Fox.  Aiello also produced Hyde Park’s Thomas Jane 3D thriller, “The Dark Country” for Sony Pictures.  

In 2009, Aiello produced four of Hyde Park’s features – “Leonie,” the life story of artist Isamu Noguchi, followed by the much anticipated comic book adaptation of ‘Dylan Dog’, “Dead of Night,”starring Brandon Routh from “Superman Returns,” the remake of the iconic Blake Edwards romantic comedy 10 and Victor Salva’s “The Nightwatchman of Alcatraz,” for Overture Films.   
Ashok Amritraj (Producer)

A landmark figure in contemporary entertainment, Ashok Amritraj has produced or executive produced over 100 films during the span of his 30-year career, with a worldwide gross in excess of $1 billion.  He has partnered with every major studio in Hollywood, and produced films starring the likes of Bruce Willis, Sandra Bullock, Sylvester Stallone, Angelina Jolie, Cate Blanchett, Dustin Hoffman, Steve Martin, Antonio Banderas, Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, Kate Hudson, Kurt Russell and Dakota Fanning.

As Chairman and CEO of Hyde Park Entertainment, Amritraj has grown the company into a cutting-edge independent alternative to the traditional Hollywood studio system, fully realizing his vision of a progressive global company that incorporates the most essential elements of a full-fledged studio.  Hyde Park’s offerings encompass live-action, animation and cross-cultural cinema, and is capable of developing, producing and financing projects, as well as handling international sales and marketing. 

Amritraj's Hyde Park and Imagenation Abu Dhabi partnered in November 2008 on a $250 million financing deal to develop, produce and distribute up to 20 feature films over seven years – with additional financing for the production of cross-cultural films.  In October 2009, they extended their partnership to create a strategic alliance with Singapore’s Media Development Authority (MDA).  Under the deal, Hyde Park Imagenation Singapore was launched to fund three to four films a year worth an estimated production value of 75 million USD over the next five years.  

Amritraj’s international sales arm, Hyde Park International is headed by veteran Mimi Steinbauer and in addition to handling Hyde Park’s own titles represents major studio movies such as Robert Rodriguez’ “Machete,” Sony’s “Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance,” starring Nicolas Cage, and indie fare including Occupant Films’ “Peep World,” and Big Beach’s forthcoming “My Idiot Brother.” 

Amritraj recently completed principal photography in Detroit, Michigan on Hyde Park’s THE DOUBLE. The film stars Richard Gere, Topher Grace, Martin Sheen, Stephen Moyer, Stana Katic, and Odette Yustman and was directed by Michael Brandt, of the Hollywood writing duo Brandt & Haas (“Wanted” & “3:10 To Yuma”). The film is currently in post production and will be released next year.  
Amritraj produced the successful box-office hits, “Bringing Down the House,” starring Steve Martin and Academy Award-nominee Queen Latifah, and “Premonition,”starring Sandra Bullock and Julian McMahon. His most recent releases include the critically acclaimed “Traitor,” starring Don Cheadle and Guy Pearce, and the cross-cultural romantic comedy, “The Other End of the Line.” February 2009 saw the release of Amrtraj’s 100th film, “Street Fighter,” through 20th Century Fox, based on the iconic video game.  Currently in post-production are “Dead of Night,” based on the best-selling Italian comic book thriller “Dylan Dog”, and the U.S./Japanese co-production “Leonie.” Forthcoming projects include “Killer,”with Parkes/MacDonald Productions, the spy thriller “Echelon,” based on Andy McNab’s ‘Nick Stone’ series of books, and an adaptation of the popular British television series, “The Persuaders.” 

Additional releases include “Dreamer,” starring Kurt Russell and Dakota Fanning through DreamWorks SKG, which opened in the number 2 spot at the U.S. box office,” Shopgirl,” starring Steve Martin and Claire Danes through The Walt Disney Company, which opened to rave reviews, and “Death Sentence,” released by 20th Century Fox and starring Kevin Bacon and Kelly Preston.  Additionally, Amritraj enjoyed a successful box office with the Kate Hudson feature “Raising Helen,”which was directed by Hollywood legend Garry Marshall and “Walking Tall,” which starred The Rock.

Through The Walt Disney Studios, Amritraj released the critically acclaimed drama/romance “Moonlight Mile,” directed by Brad Silberling, starring Academy Award winners Dustin Hoffman, Susan Sarandon and Holly Hunter.  Through MGM, Amritraj also produced “Original Sin,”starring Angelina Jolie and Antonio Banderas and the Golden Globe nominated “Bandits,” directed by Barry Levinson starring Bruce Willis, Billy Bob Thornton and Cate Blanchett.

In addition to the various awards garnered by his films, Amritraj received a special award from the American Indian Foundation (chaired by President Bill Clinton) for “making India and Indians proud’.  He received a Certificate of Special Recognition from the United States Congress for Exemplary Public Service to the People of the United States of America, and the Producer of Vision Award for “exceptional foresight and insight, and creative contribution to the enrichment of humankind”.  Amritraj was named “Producer of the Decade” by the Spirit of India Foundation, and the Indian International Film Festival awarded Amritraj for his “extraordinary contribution by an Indian in international cinema.” Korn/Ferry International recently named Amritraj one of the Most Influential South Asian Executives in Media and Entertainment.

Amritraj served on the Foreign Film Board of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, was a member of Los Angeles Board for the British Academy of Film and Television Arts and the International Council for the Emmy Awards.

Amritraj was a former tennis professional, having played in every major tennis event including Wimbledon and the U.S. Open.

Stefan Brunner (Co-Producer)
Stefan Brunner joined imagenation Abu Dhabi as the CFO when the company was launched in September 2008.  Brunner has since been elevated to the COO, where is responsible for all operational aspects of the company including content development, financing and production activities.  

Brunner has an established background in finance – overseeing the set-up and development of imagenation in Abu Dhabi, as well as the implementation of its corporate strategies, objectives and formation of overseas subsidiaries.  In addition to these operational activities, Brunner managed all legal and financial negotiations and the structuring of the company’s join venture partnerships with Participant Media, Hyde Park Entertainment and National Geographic.   Brunner also structured a partnership with Warner Brothers for film and videogame productions. 

Before joining imagenation Abu Dhabi, Brunner spearheaded the Munich-based Entertainment Value Associates’ (EVA) corporate financing activities, including acquisitions of Atlas International Film GmbH, Duo Entertainment and EVA’s production finance activities.  In this role, he co-produced the animated series WOLVERINE and THE X-MEN for Marvel – among others.  

Prior to EVA, Brunner was engaged by Tandem Communications in Munich where he became the Head of Business Affairs and was actively involved in the company’s television co-production and co-financing ventures.  Before Tandem, Brunner was at Bertelsmann AG’s subsidiary in Seoul, South Korea where lead joint marketing activities between the company’s book club and Adidas for the 2002 FIFA World Cup.

Brunner obtained his Bachelor of Business Administration from the University of San Diego with an emphasis on International Business, Management.  He successfully graduated with an MBA in Media Management in 2007.
JEFFREY KIMBALL (Cinematographer)

Jeffrey Kimball has been impressing audiences with his cinematography for four decades and still continues to do so, with several projects currently in the works. He began working as director of photography in the seventies with his first project “On the Line,” a documentary about desert motorcycle racing. In the eighties, Jeffrey worked on one of his most notable projects, “Top Gun,” which quickly became iconic, and followed it up with “Beverly Hills Cop II.” Working with some of the most skillful actors and directors, he continued over the next two decades with films such as “True Romance,” “Mission Impossible II,” which earned him a Satellite Award nomination, and most recently, “Four Christmases” and “The Expendables.” His upcoming films to look out for include “Valley of the Sun."

STEVEN MIRKOVICH (Editor)
THE DOUBLE adds to Steven Mirkovich’s more than thirty feature film credits as a film editor.  His career includes earlier cult classics like John Carpenter’s “Big Trouble in Little China” and blockbusters such as, “Con Air,” “Broken Arrow,” “The Ghost and the Darkness,” and “I Know What You Did Last Summer.”  Steven recently completed a six month editing stint on Sony’s hit action/comedy “The Other Guys,”  directed by Adam McKay, starring Will Ferrell. Reviewers singled out Steven’s outstanding editing on “16 Blocks,” a Richard Donner film.  He is un-credited on many high profile features where his experience is used to doctor films. 

Born in Oceanside, California, to a Marine Captain who worked in the film unit, his first job was in the mail room at Warner Brothers, where he worked his way into the editing department.   By his early twenties he was an assistant to some of the top editors of the day, and was credited as film editor on his first feature film by age 29.  Steven is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences/Film Editing Branch and the American Cinema Editors.  

GILES MASTERS (Production Designer)
Giles Masters was born into a Film Family: his mother was BAFTA winning actress, Heather Sears and his father the visionary Production Designer/Art Director Anthony Masters (“2001: A Space Odyssey,” “Lawrence of Arabia...”) - also a BAFTA recipient and nominee of the Academy for Best Design.

Giles’ career has spanned over twenty-nine years in the film industry, working in Art Departments through the grades of Draughtsman, Assistant Art Director, Art Director, Supervising Art Director to Production Designer. His credits to date include thirty-five feature films, six television features and a television mini-series, as well as work on many commercials. 
Giles’ successful career speaks for itself.  His most recent credits, on a number of notable feature films, are:  as Production Designer on: “THE DOUBLE” and “Leonie;” as Supervising Art Director or Art Director on: “Fred Claus,” “Angels & Demons,” “The DaVinci Code,” “Van Helsing,” “Sahara,” “Shanghai Knights,” “The Mummy Returns,” “The Mummy,” “Tomorrow Never Dies,” “Event Horizon,” “First Knight” and “Robin Hood - Prince of Thieves.” Both “The DaVinci Code” and “Angels and Demons” earned Giles two nominations for the Guild Award for Excellence in Design.

Giles is a member of IATSE and BAFTA. He has also been a member of the British Film Designers Guild for over twenty years, served on the Guild’s Committee for fifteen and been Secretary for eight.

In addition to being a designer, Giles also has garnered significant attention from notable Production companies with his screenwriting ability. His screenplay portfolio includes over 18 original projects: ranging from High Concept Action Adventure to Romantic Comedy to Drama to Historical Biopics and he has also written and illustrated a Graphic Novel.

Giles Masters is represented by The Gersh Agency.

Aggie Guerard Rodgers (Costume Designer)
Aggie Guerard Rodgers graduated with a master's degree in theatre costume design from Cal State Long Beach in 1970. Immediately following, she moved to San Francisco where she was the last and most fortunate costume designer to interview for “American Graffiti.” Although she had no experience in film costume design, she hit the jackpot as production manager James Hogan realized she understood the script: Hogan asked, "Do you know anything about dragging the main?" And she replied matter-of-factly, "My sister has a '54 Ford with no door handles." Hogan excused himself, returned with George Lucas and all came to realize that the director and Aggie graduated high school the same year 20 miles apart in California's Central Valley. From the very beginning, Aggie's personal connection to the material she takes on was ingrained in her work.

Firmly settled in the Bay Area, she has since found herself a member of the area's tight clique of filmmakers working time and again with George Lucas (“American Graffiti,” “The Return of the Jedi”), Francis Ford Coppola (“The Conversation,” “The Rainmaker,” “Jack”), Chris Columbus (“Rent”), Philip Kaufman (“Invasion of the Body Snatchers”), and John Korty (“A Farewell To Manzanar”). She has remained in the Bay Area her whole career, travelling to Los Angeles and to locations around the globe whenever work strikes. Such ventures outside the Bay Area have seen her paired with Milos Foreman (“One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest”), Ron Howard (“Cocoon”), Tim Burton (“Pee Wee's Big Adventure,” “Beetlejuice”), Norman Jewison (“In Country,” “The Hurricane”) and an Academy Award Nominated collaboration with Steven Spielberg (“The Color Purple”).

Born in Fresno, California, 1943 to F.A. Reid Guerard and John Guerard. Met Peter Laxton in 1979 and married in June 1980. They have two children: James Laxton, a young cinematographer, and Thomas Laxton, a student at Morehouse College in Atlanta.
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