Dawn of the Dragon Slayer

SHORT SYNOPSIS:

Will and his father live a simple and pastoral life in the mountains, unconcerned with the goings-on of the neighboring lowlands. When Will’s father is killed by a dragon, Will must journey down the mountain and use a mysterious family connection from years earlier to start squiring for Sterling, a once-wealthy land owner and knight. Unwelcomed for his backward, mountain ways, Will is put to work on the struggling farm. He soon befriends Sterling’s headstrong daughter Kate, and the two of them begin working together to uncover the secrets of their families’ connection and to prepare Will for his final battle with the dragon, in which he will avenge his father’s death and prove himself a man.

SYNOPSIS:
Will and his father live a simple and pastoral life in the mountains, unconcerned with the goings-on of the neighboring lowlands.  When they see the signs of a dragon in the area, Will convinces his father that they can hunt for the dragon’s eggs and sell them to pay off their debts.  They track the dragon across the mountains, but when they get close to the beast’s lair, the dragon suddenly descends on them and Will watches helplessly as his father is burned to death by the dragon’s flame.
Left with nothing but his father’s debts, Will has no choice but to leave his home and journey down the mountain to use his father’s family connection to Lord Sterling – a once-wealthy land owner – who is meant to take on Will as a squire.  Lord Sterling reluctantly allows Will to stay, putting him to work on the struggling farm.
Unwelcomed by the other laborers of the farm for his backward, mountain ways, Will finds his only friendship in Sterling’s headstrong and haughty daughter, Kate.  Since her father will not, Kate begins teaching Will about knighthood from an old book on chivalry she has found among her father’s things.

As Will trains in secret, Kate also tells him of the Paladins – ancient knights who slew dragons by using magic to walk through fire unscathed.  Will is skeptical, but becomes intrigued when Kate reveals she practices the magic of the mountain people, unbeknownst to her disapproving father.
While Lord Sterling is away, the dragon suddenly descends upon the castle, and Will fails in his attempt to slay the beast and is finally saved from the dragon’s flame by Kate’s use of magic.

When Sterling returns home to discover Kate has been teaching Will in secret, he furiously informs her she will be forced to marry a neighboring baron, Rogan, who has been asking for her hand.  Distraught, Kate rides away to the mountains.  The next morning, Sterling and his men go out searching for her, but Will is the one who successfully rescues Kate, and the two express their deep feelings for each other.

Will brings Kate safely home to a grateful Sterling, but when he tells Sterling his intentions to marry Kate, Sterling is enraged and convinces Will that he is beneath Kate.  Kate pleads with Will to run away with her, but Will has decided they don’t belong together anymore and starts his way back up the mountains.
Camping in the mountains, Will receives a visit from Crow, who convinces Will to return to the lowlands where Will discovers the dragon has been spotted and Sterling’s gathered a small group to hunt and kill the beast.  Will is determined to win his fortune and glory by slaying the beast himself in the tradition of the Paladin of old.

Sterling’s men track and face the dragon in a clearing, where a worried Kate comes just in time to save her father from the dragon’s flame.


While Will awaits the dragon’s return to its nesting area at the sea, a jealous Rogan rides up, intent on killing Will.  The two fight desperately at the edge of the sea cliffs, and finally Will throws Rogan to the sea below.  The dragon, injured from Sterling’s hunting party, corners Will against the sea cliffs.  Finally, Will puts his faith in the ways of his people and walks into the beasts’ fire to slay it as a Paladin.  A victorious Will returns to Sterling’s castle, presenting the prized dragon eggs to an overjoyed Kate.
