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When his daughter goes missing in Moldova, down-on-his-luck mixed martial artist ANDREW FAYDEN (Joe Flannigan) searches out the one man everyone says can get her back: ex-mercenary SAMSON GAUL (Jean-Claude Van Damme).  Haunted by memories of the tragic outcome of his last assignment, Gaul refuses to take on any more missions.  With time running out, Fayden won’t give up his only chance to get his daughter back, and maybe, just maybe, Gaul needs this chance to redeem himself.
“Jean-Claude [Van Damme] is fantastic, and we were looking for something to work on together after last year’s ASSASSINATION GAMES, so when I first read the script and saw how Gaul struggles to redeem himself for the collateral damage he’s caused, I knew it would be a perfect follow up,” says director Ernie Barbarash.  “The script really managed to capture Gaul’s struggle and couch it in the broader search for Fayden’s daughter in such a way that it became not only an excellent action film but also a deep character study of two very different men trying to do the best that they can in an impossible situation.”

To bring Fayden’s struggle to life, Barbarash knew he needed someone who could not only hold his own with Van Damme, but who would bring a lightness and humanity to the character to balance out Gaul’s dark and troubled past.  “Fayden is a hard character—on the outside he’s this tattooed mixed-martial-arts badass, but on the inside he’s a father whose daughter has been taken,” says Barbarash.  “Joe does a really excellent job of conveying that sense of power and frailty at the same time.”

“From the fighting styles to the way they dress to how they talk, Fayden and Gaul couldn’t be more different at the start,” says Barbarash.  Over the course of the film, these differences between Fayden and Gaul add drama to the amazing action sequences and provide the actors with the chance to flex both their action and acting chops.  
Though set in Moldova, the film was shot on-location in Bucharest, Romania, and director Ernie Barbarash takes full advantage of the locations afforded by the city’s half-century of history.  “When you can’t read signs on the street and you aren’t familiar with a city, it can become really imposing and make you desperate.  That’s where you need a guide, and that’s part of what keeps Fayden and Gaul together throughout the film.”  

“We want to show that it’s possible to have high-stakes, high-adrenaline action while at the same time telling a very compelling, very human story,” says producer Brad Krevoy.  “What could be more compelling than a father searching for his daughter in a strange place?”

Director Ernie Barbarash agrees: “What I think makes this story so universal is how it taps into the basic emotions of parenthood,” says Barbarash.  “Most everyone on the set—me, Jean-Claude, Joe, Brad—has kids, and we were able to bring that emotional energy to the screen.”
SYNOPSIS
In Moldova, the sex trafficking capital of the world, reformed mercenary SAMSON GAUL has made rescuing stolen children his specialty—until his latest “daring rescue” attempt results in the tragic deaths of far more children than he saves.  Wracked with paralyzing guilt, Gaul gives up his vigilante ways to become a common butcher.

But when PEGGY FAYDEN, daughter of down-on-his-luck fighter ANDREW FAYDEN, is abducted right before his big comeback fight, Andrew and his wife MONICA must convince Gaul to come out of retirement.

But Gaul’s fast-and-loose style might be more of a liability than the Faydens realize. After tracking down and threatening the local mob boss, Gaul gets a solid lead on Peggy’s whereabouts.  Unfortunately, the next day the police discover the lye-covered remains of a young blond girl wearing Peggy’s bracelet.  When the DNA match comes back positive, the Faydens blame Gaul and his no-holds-barred tactics.  After watching his best work turn deadly for a second time, Gaul retires again, this time to the bottle.

With Peggy’s corpse trapped in his mind, Gaul recalls how the girl in the tub was wearing the bracelet on her left arm; Peggy always wore her on her right.  Realizing the ruse, Gaul rushes to tell the Faydens.  Disbelieving at first, the Faydens quickly side with Gaul after he forces a confession and a name out of the medical examiner.  The name is STELU, the Minister of Defense, and his plan is to use Peggy to sweeten a deal he has with a Sudanese General.

Unless Gaul and the Faydens can stop him.

Loaded with Gaul’s artillery, they infiltrate the military complex where Peggy’s been hidden.  They manage to dispatch the guards easily and rescue a captured blonde.  But it turns out to have been a trap.  Surrounded and outgunned, Gaul, Monica, and Andrew must decide: trade the decoy for Peggy or end Stelu’s brutality for good.
BIOGRAPHIES
Jean-Claude Van Damme – “Samson Gaul”
Jean-Claude Van Damme is one of the world’s pre-eminent martial arts film stars for more than 20 years, known for such successful films as BLOODSPORT (1988), KICKBOCKER (1989), DOUBLE IMPACT (1991), UNIVERSAL SOLDIER (1992), HARD TARGET (1993), TIMECOP (1994), and JCVD (2008).  Due to his physique and his Belgian background, he has been dubbed "The Muscles from Brussels."

After studying martial arts intensively from the age of 10, Van Damme achieved national success in Belgium as a martial artist and bodybuilder, earning the "Mr. Belgium" bodybuilding title. He immigrated to the United States in 1982 to pursue a career in film. His breakout film was BLOODSPORT.  Shot on a $1.5 million budget, it became a U.S. box office hit in the spring of 1988. He then starred in the smaller budgeted film CYBORG, followed by his role as “Kurt Sloane” in the successful KICKBOXER. 

He then starred opposite Dolph Lundgren in the sci-fi/action hybrid UNIVERSAL SOLDIER.  While it grossed $36 million in the U.S., it was an even bigger success overseas, making over $65 million, well over its modest $23 million budget, marking it as Van Damme's highest grossing film at the time.

Van Damme followed NOWHERE TO RUN and HARD TARGET with TIMECOP in 1994. The film was a huge success, grossing over $100 million worldwide. It remains his highest grossing film to date.

He returned to mainstream with limited theatrical release of the critically acclaimed film JCVD in 2008. Time magazine named Van Damme's performance in the film the second best of the year (after Heath Ledger’s “The Joker” in THE DARK KNIGHT), having previously stated that Van Damme "deserves not a black belt, but an Oscar."
In 2010, he produced, wrote, shot and starred in THE EAGLE PATH and recently wrapped the action film DRAGON EYES and voiced “Master Croc” in DreamWorks Animation’s hit sequel KUNG FU PANDA 2. 

This year, Van Damme wrapped shooting UNIVERSAL SOLDIER and ASSASSINATION GAMES, with the possibility of appearing in the sequel to the smash hit THE EXPENDABLES as well. 

Joe Flanigan – “Andrew Fayden”

Born in Los Angeles, Joe Flanigan moved with his family to a small ranch on the outskirts of Reno, Nevada when he was six-years-old.  He attended boarding school in Ojai, California, and later received a degree in history from the University of Colorado, where he was a world-class skier.  Following a year abroad in Paris, Flanigan wrote for various national print publications and worked on Capitol Hill.  After moving to New York to study acting, he joined The Neighborhood Playhouse and it wasn’t long before his acting career was launched in earnest.

Moving to Los Angeles in 1994, Flanigan’s television debut was an auspicious one, starring opposite Jacqueline Smith in the NBC miniseries Family Album.  He was the series lead on Stargate: Atlantis and a series regular on Sisters and First Monday.  Flanigan has guest starred on Warehouse 13, Stargate SG-1, CSI: Miami, Birds of Prey, Tru Calling and Judging Amy, as well as Murphy Brown, in which he was cast as Murphy’s love interest, Scott. He has made regular appearances on the series Womens’s Murder Club, Profiler, Providence, Cupid and Dawson’s Creek, and also had leading roles in a number of television pilots, including Best Laid Plan, The Precinct, Sherman’s March, The Force, Man-Made, Club Paradise and 111 Gramercy Park.  He co-starred in the made-for-television movies Edna Buchanon, Tell Me No Secrets and the USA original movie Thoughtcrimes directed by Breck Eisner.

Among his feature film credits is Gary Marshall’s romantic comedy The Other Sister, starring Diane Keaton and Juliette Lewis.  Flanigan also starred in Silent Men and Farewell to Harry, and co-starred in A Reason to Believe, The First to Go, and Good Day For It.

A competitive skier for many years, Flanigan still enjoys outdoor sports tremendously, and counts among his pastimes rock climbing, mountain biking and surfing. He resides near a great surfing spot in Malibu, California, with his wife and three young sons.

Ernie Barbarash— Director 

ERNIE BARBARASH recently completed ASSASSINATION GAMES and SIX BULLETS, two action films for Samuel Goldwyn and Sony that will return Jean-Claude Van Damme to the big screen.

Showing a keen versatility in crossing genres, earlier this year Barbarash also directed a rock musical entitled ROCK THE HOUSE for Hallmark. Recent credits include two other films for

Sony, both starring Academy Award winner Cuba Gooding Jr. – the neo-noir thriller TICKING CLOCK and the science-fiction feature HARDWIRED, which also featured Val Kilmer and Michael Ironside.

Ernie’s mini-series METEOR, starring Jason Alexander, Stacey Keach, Billy Campbell and Michael Rooker premiered on NBC in 2009 and his supernatural thriller THEY WAIT premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival in 2007 and was subsequently shown at the Vancouver International Film Festival and the Whistler Film Festival. The day after delivering

the ghost movie, he began directing the show-setting pilot and two other episodes of THE GUARD for Global Television, which premiered in 2008 to the highest dramatic ratings. He previously wrote and directed two back-to-back features for Lionsgate Films – STIR OF ECHOES: THE HOMECOMING, starring Rob Lowe, and his directorial debut, CUBE ZERO, which was selected as the opening night film by Stan Winston’s Screamfest L.A., and went on to win prizes at Screamfest as well as at the New York Horror Film Festival, the Rhode Island Horror Film Festival and Sci-Fi London.

For the last sixteen years, Barbarash has also traveled as far and wide as Yalta, Berlin, Bucharest, Luxembourg, Paris, Montreal, Toronto and New Orleans to produce and co-produce numerous features including AMERICAN PSYCHO with Christian Bale, Willem Dafoe and Reese Witherspoon, and the Peter Bogdanovich Hollywood thriller THE CAT’S MEOW, starring Kirsten Dunst, Jennifer Tilly and Eddie Izzard. Other projects include the sci-fi thriller HYPERCUBE, which he also co-wrote, AMERICAN PSYCHO: ALL AMERICAN GIRL with Mila Kunis and William Shatner, MARCO POLO with Jack Palance and Oliver Reed, THE FIRST 9 1/2 WEEKS with Paul Mercurio and Malcolm McDowell and PRISONER OF LOVE with super-model Naomi Campbell.

Prior to working in film, Ernie directed and designed theatre and opera in North America and Europe. He was a frequent collaborator with such luminaries as director Andrei Serban and jazz legend Max Roach. Despite a busy film schedule, he tries to return to the theatre as often as he can, and directed the New York premiere of Jim Henerson’s controversial AMERICAN MACABEE, one of the first new plays to examine the Arab Israeli conflict post 9/11. Ernie Barbarash holds honors degrees and directing awards from both Yale and Columbia universities, where he studied theatre directing and lighting design. He, his wife Greer Kent and their children Betty and Reuben recently moved from New York City to Los Angeles, which is a very long way from the former Soviet Union where Barbarash was born. 

Chad Law & Evan Law—Writers 


Brothers Chad and Evan Law’s love for film started at a very early age when their father began taking them to genre films such as "Commando", "The Lost Boys" and "Big Trouble in Little China". After receiving their very own video camera for Christmas, Chad and Evan set forth to shoot over 75 homemade movies while growing up, most of which they themselves "starred" in and "directed."

Although they had always loved creating stories it wasn't until Chad had almost finished college at Ball State University (the same Alma Matter of “Late Show” host David Letterman) that he and Evan actually sat down to write their first screenplay together. A campy horror project entitled "Daylight's End", it went on to place respectably in Ben Affleck and Matt Damon’s Project Greenlight competition just a few short days after a rough draft was completed and therefore triggered them to write more.

 

Their first produced film, the crime-drama "Hero Wanted", with Ray Liotta, Cuba Gooding, Jr., Norman Reedus and Jean Smart, went into production in April 2007 for Millennium Films and was picked up for distribution by Sony Pictures Entertainment (SPE).  Their next, "The Hit List", with Cole Hauser and Cuba Gooding, Jr., went into production in February 2010 for Sony Pictures’ Stage 6 Films.

 

Chad’s producer credits include the indie fest award winning “The Last Hurrah”, directed by Jonathan Stokes and starring Randy Wayne (“The Dukes of Hazzard 2”) and Gary Cairns (“Hero Wanted”). Inspired by the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, Evan recently self-published a fantasy novel entitled “Dark Sands”.

Brad Krevoy— Producer

 

BRAD KREVOY began his career in the entertainment industry at Concorde Pictures, which he co-established with the legendary producer Roger Corman.  He later served as the company’s president, working closely with Mr. Corman to manage his vast library of films.  In 1986, Krevoy co-founded Motion Picture Corporation of America (MPCA), and has played a key role in the finance, development, production and distribution of more than 100 motion picture and television projects. 

 

Having been in business for over 20 years, MPCA first made its mark with big commercial comedies and genre films and has since expanded into producing and developing English-language remakes of successful foreign-language films.  Mr. Krevoy is also known for jumpstarting the careers of many young actors and filmmakers who have gone on to become some of the biggest names working in Hollywood today, including the Farrelly Brothers, Vince Vaughn, Ben Stiller, Sarah Jessica Parker, Will Ferrell, Viggo Mortensen, Ashley Judd, Jude Law, Reese Witherspoon, Paul Rudd, Kirsten Dunst, Courteney Cox, Bill Paxton, Ben Foster, Gretchen Mol, and Jon Turteltaub.

 

Among his many early works, Mr. Krevoy produced the blockbuster Farrelly Brothers comedy DUMB AND DUMBER, starring Jim Carrey and Jeff Daniels, as well as the Farrellys’ follow-up, KINGPIN, starring Woody Harrelson and Bill Murray.  Mr. Krevoy also produced BEVERLY HILLS NINJA starring Chris Farley and JUNGLE 2 JUNGLE with Tim Allen.  Mr. Krevoy's moderately-budgeted 1994 production THREESOME, starring Stephen Baldwin and Lara Flynn Boyle, remains one of the most profitable independent films to this day.

 

In 1996, MPCA was acquired by John Kluge’s Metromedia International Group and operated under Metromedia’s Orion Pictures Corporation.  Mr. Krevoy served as Co-President of Orion Pictures, where he oversaw the production, acquisition, and distribution of Orion’s motion picture and television programming.  At Orion, he produced films for Academy Award-winner Tom Schulman (DEAD POETS SOCIETY) and released films such as 1997’s Academy Award and Golden Globe nominee for Best Foreign Language Film, PRISONER OF THE MOUNTAINS, directed by Sergei Bodrov, and the critically acclaimed ULEE’S GOLD directed by Victor Nunez, presented by Jonathan Demme, and starring Academy Award-winner Peter Fonda.  Mr. Krevoy’s revitalized Orion Pictures was sold to Kirk Kerkorian’s MGM/UA in 1997.

 

In 1998, Mr. Krevoy returned to his roots and restarted MPCA with a distribution deal through MGM. Since then, he has produced over 20 motion pictures, including the heart-warming true story TAKING CHANCE starring Kevin Bacon, which premiered at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival and was the most watched HBO original film in over five years, and the Disney family film BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA 2, currently the best selling DVD release worldwide. TAKING CHANCE was nominated for 10 Emmys, winning one, and won a Golden Globe (Best Actor, Kevin Bacon), SAG award (Best Actor, Kevin Bacon), WGA award (Best Screenplay, Adaptation, Michael Strobl, Ross Katz), DGA award (Best Director, Ross Katz), a Humanitas, and was also nominated for a PGA award. 

 

Mr. Krevoy remains very active in several major charities as well, including the Fisher House Foundation and the California State Summer School for the Arts, of which he sits on the Board of Directors.  He is also a frequent guest speaker at various film festivals and seminars around the world, most recently serving on a panel dedicated to the business of English language remakes of Japanese films at the 2008 Tokyo International Film Festival.

Patrick Newall – Producer

PATRICK NEWALL is a highly experienced producer and line producer with an extensive background in independent and studio filmmaking.

Versed in all aspects of production, from concept to finished film, Newall has worked as a producer, line producer, post-production supervisor, unit production manager, second unit director and writer. He also served as Vice President of Production for Current TV from 2005-2008.

With his wide range of experience—and true to his Brooklyn roots—Newall has a well-earned reputation as a scrappy, no-nonsense producer who maximizes production value across a wide variety of budget ranges. He knows how to thoroughly vet each project he works on to make sure each production dollar ends up on the screen.

Among Newall’s credits are:
•
KILLER JOE (currently in post-production) - directed by William Friedkin (THE FRENCH CONNECTION, THE EXORCIST), starring Matthew McConaughey and Emile Hirsch

•
ARENA (currently in post-production) - starring Samuel L. Jackson and Kellan Lutz 

•
ASSASSINATION GAMES  - starring Jean-Claude Van Damme and Scott Adkins
•
RESIDENT EVIL: AFTERLIFE - starring Milla Jovovich and Ali Larter 

•
THE BOONDOCK SAINTS II: ALL SAINTS DAY - starring Sean Patrick Flanery, Billy Connolly and Clifton Collins, Jr. 

•
LONELY STREET - starring Jay Mohr, Robert Patrick and Joe Mantegna

Newall is a graduate of Brooklyn College. He lives in Santa Monica, CA with his wife and three young daughters.

Justin Bursch—Producer

Producer Justin Bursch ran a successful real estate holding company and produced and financed several independent films prior to joining MPCA.  While an executive at Primetime Pictures, he co-produced the film CRUEL WORLD starring Jaime Pressly (MY NAME IS EARL) and Edward Furlong (TERMINATOR 2).  While at MPCA, Justin oversaw production on the Syfy original movie, MOTHMAN, in addition to TICKING CLOCK starring Cuba Gooding Jr. (Academy Award-winner for JERRY MAGUIRE) and Neal McDonough (CAPTAIN AMERICA, MINORITY REPORT, BAND OF BROTHERS). 

 

Justin’s areas of expertise include budgeting, scheduling, casting, talent and union relations, vendor relations, post-production, and monitoring state and foreign tax incentive programs.  Justin most recently produced ASSASSINATION GAMES starring Jean-Claude Van Damme and Scott Adkins (WOLVERINE) and MEETING EVIL starring Samuel L. Jackson (PULP FICTION, IRON MAN, XXX), Luke Wilson (OLD SCHOOL, THE ROYAL TENENBAUMS, VACANCY), and Leslie Bibb (THE ZOOKEEPER, IRON MAN, LAW ABIDING CITIZEN), and is co-producer on ARENA starring Samuel L. Jackson, Kellan Lutz (TWILIGHT, IMMORTALS), and Daniel Dae Kim (LOST, HAWAII FIVE-0).

 

Justin holds a B.S. in Business Administration with a specialization in Marketing from Central Washington University, where he also played basketball.  In addition to his passion for making films, Justin is also the Executive Director of Rescue Thailand, a non-profit foundation that supports and builds orphanages for children rescued from slavery in Southeast Asia.
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