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HE WHO DOESN’T KNOW HISTORY IS DOOMED TO REPEAT IT

EPISODE 011

SCENE 1

BOGOTÁ -1983

CONGRESS – DAY 

NEWSWOMAN:

…We’re still awaiting Minister Lara… 

NEWSWOMAN:

Here, here he comes… 

NEWSWOMAN:

Mr. Minister, how are you going to defend yourself? 
LARA:
I won’t argue my defense before media microphones, excuse me… 

NEWSWOMAN:

Minister, is it true that you are friends with drug traffickers?

LARA:
Miss, please…through these same microphones I’ve stated many times that drug traffic is infiltrating politics. Do you think it could be possible that I would be an infiltrated politician? 
NEWSWOMAN:
I’m only asking you a question… 

LARA:
And I’m answering it with another question….You can’t question my honesty like that, because I’ve repeated the same discourse for years, a discourse against drug traffickers corruption. This is something that you all, as well as Mr. Javier Ortiz and his boss Mr. Santorini should be aware of….Excuse me, excuse me… 
NEWSWOMAN:

Mr. Galán, are you going to convene the Ethics Committee? 

GALÁN:

Yes, we’ll meet and you can be sure that we’ll do the right thing. The New Liberalism, with Mr. Lara included, is the only movement that has reported the infiltration of dirty money in national public institutions…Excuse me…. 

NEWSWOMAN:

Mr. Galán… 

SCENE 2

LARA’S OFFICE – DAY 

NANCY:

Sweetheart….you can’t imagine how I’ve prayed …How are you? 
LARA:
Bad…I can’t understand they could have set me up this way … 

NANCY:

Where did they get the story of that check from?
LARA:
I have no idea. They invented it, I don’t know. The only thing I’m quite clear about is that I never received money for no concept from that guy Crisanto Pérez…   
NANCY:

But do you know him, dear?

LARA:
No, Freckles, I don’t…Listen, stay away from this, will you? Don’t worry….this is simply an attack from my opponents …
NANCY:
But what opponents? As far as I know, you don’t know that man Ortiz, and hardly talk to Senator Santorini…
LARA:
Freckles, this has something to do with Pablo Escobar… 

NANCY:
Who?

LARA:
Don’t worry. I’ll handle this…relax, okay? 

NANCY:

Of course I worry, Rodrigo. I’m your wife…Why don’t you talk to me? Did you discuss it with Luis Carlos?

GALÁN:

Am I interrupting?

SCENE 3

LARA’S OFFICE – DAY 

GALÁN:

I’m here because I want to know your version of what happened with that check…with that recording….
LARA:
I don’t know. I suppose this is a plot against me carried out by Ortiz and Santorini and orchestrated by Escobar…
GALÁN:
Pablo Escobar? Rodrigo, this is a check I assume is not bad and a recorded conversation with a drug trafficker…this is quite serious! 
LARA:
Very serious if it were true, but it isn’t. I’ve never received a check from that crook. You know what my struggle has been in the New Liberalism, don’t you? 
GALÁN:

Of course I do. And that’s why I’m so puzzled by what happened there. So I came here to ask you to explain to me where that check came from. You’ll have to understand we cannot question precisely what has been our fair struggle…. 

LARA:
Yes, I perfectly understand you. But I don’t know…You can be sure I’m going to find out…I won’t sit back and do nothing… 

GALÁN:

And were the evidence presented by Ortiz and the conversation with Crisanto Pérez true? Did that really happen or not? 
LARA GOES INTO FLASH BACK 

FLORENCIA – CAQUETA 1983
LARA:
As you know, I’m running for Congress… 

CRISANTO:

Of course, Mr. Lara, and a region like this will be honored to have a learned person like you representing us in the capital…. 

LARA:
Thank you very much…let’s hope everything comes out well…they told me you are a very influential businessman in Caquetá…. 
CRISANTO:
Of course, sir. I have many plantations…
LARA:
Many plantations? What type of plantations? Excuse me for asking…. 
CRISANTO:

All types, sir. Agriculture has treated me well…
LARA:
Very good…It was a real pleasure to meet you…
CRISANTO:

Mr. Lara, please sit down. I haven’t said why I asked for an appointment with you… 

LARA:
I understand you wanted to meet me…it was a pleasure… 

CRISANTO:

Oh yes…a pleasure for me too. But I wanted to offer a contribution to your campaign…
LARA:
I really appreciate it Mr. Pérez, but that’s not necessary at this moment…Thank you…
CRISANTO:

Ha, ha…don’t tell me now that you’ve plenty of money. I don’t believe that’s true in a country like this….ha, ha… 

LARA:
Ha, ha… 

CRISANTO:

I wish you make it to the Congress of the Republic…
LARA:
Listen…why don’t you rather tell me more about you? 
CRISANTO:

Well, sir…I move a lot around the Amazon and Caquetá region… 

LARA:
As a politician… 

CRISANTO:

As a politician and whatever is needed, sir…I’m like you…if you have to help people, there you are to do it…that’s why I want you to accept my contribution… 

LARA GETS OUT OF THE FLASH BACK 

LARA:
And that was it…I thanked him, I said no, and period…. 

GALÁN:
So you never received any money from him…
LARA:
No, not a cent ….I didn’t receive money from him not because he was a crook…I didn’t know that…nobody did….I didn’t because he gave me a bad impression. But I’m going to investigate…I’m going to check the campaign accountings. But I’m positive that I’ve never received money from a crook…him or any other one… 

GALÁN:

You have to do it fast. Those people want to discredit not only you but the party as well… 

LARA:
I won’t be at ease until I make it clear to everyone that I don’t receive money from drug traffickers and crooks…
GALÁN:

I don’t doubt it…I agree with you… 
LARA:
Luis Carlos, do you have any doubts about my innocence?

GALÁN:

Rodrigo, I’m not going to deny I had it very hard in there…but what matters now is to show the public opinion what the truth is. That’s what matters…
SCENE 4

OFFICES – DAY 

ORTIZ:

You can submit that check to whatever test you want, miss. My journalist friend, believe I had to do a thorough investigation. Don’t forget I’m accusing a Minister of Justice…
NIKY:

And can you tell me where you got it?

ORTIZ:

I tell you it’s authentic…
NIKY:

But did someone give it to you? Did someone send it to you? Maybe a drug trafficker such as Crisanto López?  
SANTORINI:

An evidence is an evidence, Niky…. I can call you Niky, right? 
NIKY:

Yes, Senator…
SANTORINI:

We didn’t get it illegally…I can assure that…but we have to guarantee the safety of our contributors…
NIKY:

Contributors…Couldn’t it be that the check was sent to you by the second in your list Pablo Emilio Escobar Gaviria, accused of being a drug trafficker by everyone in Medellin? 
SANTORINI:

If anyone has evidence against Mr. Escobar, he/she should present it. Do you as a journalist have any evidence? I suppose your director Mr. Guillermo Cano has taught you that you can’t accuse anyone based on rumors, didn’t he?

NIKY:

That means Pablo Escobar had nothing to do with the supposed financing with illicit money of Minister Lara’s campaign? 
SANTORINI:

Nothing at all … 

NIKY:

As I understand it, the two of you would put your hands on fire for Escobar…You think he’s a model citizen…
SANTORINI:

And every member of our Liberal Alternative movement. Something quite different from the case of Minister Lara and his political boss Luis Carlos Galán’s movement that rise and uphold the flags of rightfulness to hide the rotten nature of their party. Anything else, Niky?
NIKY SHAKES HER HEAD
ORTIZ:

Thank you very much, miss…     

SCENE 5

OUTSIDE - RANCH – DAY 

PABLO:

What is it?

GONZALO:

That I have to admit that Crisantos’s check received by the Minister left me speechless… 

PABLO:

There you have your famous character-killing. This is for you to see that politicians may be boring but they came out more astute than we the bad guys…Ha. Ha…
GONZALO:

They are such a…
PABLO:

Gonzalo…how are the accountings, the business, the routes? 
GONZALO:

Oh, good, good….they can’t be better… 

PABLO:

Is that so?

GONZALO:

Yes, Tranquil Land is like a sky rocket. And Graciela accepts everything I send her. Do you know how much money is entering, Pablo? 
PABLO:

That’s why you are there for. You are the financial expert, aren’t you?

GONZALO:

Ha, ha!! 
PABLO:

Huh?

GONZALO:

Hey Pablo, what happened with your high-class mature girl friend? 
PABLO:

A very interesting woman…very intellectual, very pretty…we’re very happy together…
GONZALO:

Oh yeah? And Patty?

PABLO:

What do you mean?

GONZALO:

Well… so she can go to hell…
PABLO:

Show some respect, brother! 

GONZALO:

I’m not being disrespectful ….
PABLO:

Patty is Patty….she’s my wife, the only one authorized to give birth to my children. Besides, she’s going to inherit all this wealth. So, don’t mix things…Why should you?
GONZALO:

Pardon me…Ha! Ha! I ended up being scolded… 
SCENE 6

LARA’S HOUSE ROOM– NIGHT 

(LARA KISSES HIS SON WHO IS ASLEEP AND TURNS THE LIGHT OFF)

SCENE 7

LARA’S HOUSE LIVING ROOM – NIGHT 

NANCY:

How are you dear?

LARA:
I’m okay … 

NANCY:

What do you mean okay? You look bad…I know you…Don’t forget I’m your wife… 

LARA:
I keep thinking and I don’t understand how I ended up involved in this mess…
NANCY:

You perfectly know it. Everything started when Escobar was thrown out of the party, when you and Luis Carlos threw him out, dear… 

LARA:
Yes, and that crook was elected in Santorini’s lists…
NANCY:

Yes, but as soon as you were nominated as Minister you attacked him. What did you want him to do?  To stand still?

LARA:
I don’t know if it is Escobar. I don’t know who’s behind all this. But whoever he is, he wants to destroy me, that I quit the Ministry and at the same time harm the New Liberalism’s image!
NANCY:

What have you thought? Are you going to quit?

LARA:
No, quit? No way! If it is Escobar and he wants to fight…we’ll fight! 
NANCY: 
Are you leaving out?

LARA:
Yes, Freckles, I have to talk to Colonel Jiménez. I can’t do it from here…
NANCY:

What do you mean? This late?

LARA:
Listen honey, I won’t take long. I can’t stay here crying in a corner. I must do something…
NANCY:

Take care, dear… 

SCENE 8

NEWSPAPER – NIGHT 

GALÁN: (voice off)

I can’t believe it! 
GUILLERMO: (voice off)

I can’t either, Senator. But that’s the news of the day, and we can’t hide it… 

GALÁN: (voice off)

And it has to be just now, when Rodrigo’s career is at its most brilliant moment… 

GUILLERMO:
He needs to give explanations…to say what’s happening with that check… 

GALÁN:

I agree with you, that’s exactly what I told him after the debate… 

GUILLERMO:
The Minister is an honest, respectful man, I know him, but that’s the price he has to pay for having openly accused drug traffickers and their allied politicians. I believe in him so it does El Espectador, and we’re going to back him, Senator. We can’t leave him alone at this moment… 
SCENE 9

REGINA’S HOUSE – DAY 

REGINA READS A NEWSPAPER HEADLINE THAT SAYS: FROM ACCUSSER TO ACCUSED, WITH LARA’S PICTURE IN THE FRONT-PAGE 
REGINA GOES INTO A FLASH BACK 

PABLO:

You should leave now because I know you’re going to be very busy tonight …I know why I’m saying it… 

REGINA GETS OUT THE FLASHBACK 
REGINA:
Marino... 

MARINO:

I’m coming, madam… 

REGINA:
Bring my bag…We’re going to the Congress of the Republic…  

SCENE 10

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 

BOGOTÁ 

OFFICE – DAY 

LARA:
How do you like it? Do you think you’ll feel comfortable working here?

NANCY:

It’s perfect, darling…
LARA:
What I like about it is that being here you can help me among other things with the Ministry’s social issues…and besides, you and I are going to be closer, right? 
NANCY:

That’s right, dear. Did you get home too late last night? I was asleep and didn’t hear you….
LARA:
Yes, more or less yes… 

NANCY:

And how was your day?

LARA:
I have to tell you, but not now because I'm much work to do. I’m glad you’re here…
NANCY:

Rodrigo, darling, I don’t want to bother you with nonsense talking, but did you find out something about those strange movements in our house? 
LARA:
Relax, everything is fine. People are working on that, don’t worry. Let’s do this instead: come to my office, we’ll have lunch and you’ll accompany me to the press conference in the afternoon, okay? 
NANCY:
What press conference?

LARA:
I’ll wait for you there and tell you about it, okay? I’m very happy to have you here. I love you very much… 

NANCY:

I love you too, dear…
SCENE 11

OLAYA HERRERA AIRPORT 

MEDELLÍN 

POLICE OFFICER:

Face down! Face down! 
COLONEL:
Good morning, gentlemen… 

GONZALO: (voice off)

What?! No, no, that merchandise should be flying more than half an hour ago…
SCENE 12

HOUSE – DAY 

GONZALO: (on the phone)

No, no…What problem? No, no…wait a moment…What strange things? Stop that bullshit ….Hello, hello….
SCENE 13

INSIDE - DAY 

REGINA:
Senator… 

SANTORINI:

The discreet voice, the distinguished figure….Regina Parejo…what a marvelous coincidence, huh?

REGINA:
Do you have something to do with this?

SANTORINI:

Of course, I’m one of the claiming senators…
REGINA:
Yes, you and Congressman Javier Ortiz, but there is someone else who is not a part thereof but who is also involved… 

SANTORINI:

I have no idea whom you’re talking about… 

REGINA:
About Pablo… 

SANTORINI:

I would advise you not to mess with issues you don’t know. Outside law courts, you can’t accuse anyone with imposture, fraud, rumors… 

REGINA:
Rumors?
SANTORINI:

Journalists use to focus on what they know. And as far as I know, you don’t belong to the Congress….Excuse me. I have things to do… 
REGINA:
You perfectly know what I’m talking about…Pablo has made a god out of you, and you know it and are taking advantage of that. You have him working for your own benefit. Watch what you’re doing… 

SANTORINI:

Oh…I’m taking advantage of Pablo Escobar…You don’t know him … 

REGINA:
I do know him... 

SANTORINI:

Ha, ha…I know that for sure. You know the sheep but I know the wolf…So watch it…Regina…beautiful as always, stunning… 

SCENE 14

GUILLERMO’S OFFICE– DAY 

NIKY:

Don Guillermo, what about the irony with which he addressed to me? Making me look like a beginner who throws accusations with no evidence to support them…
GUILLERMO:
Niky, you interviewed him, didn’t you?

NIKY:

Of course I did it…but being very incisive, trying to make him tell the truth… 

GUILLERMO:
And what did you get?

NIKY:

Lies, that’s all he told me, Don Guillermo…he’s very good at that, as if he were the owner of the truth…
GUILLERMO:
You know what, Niky? Please go and do your work! 

NIKY:

Did I say anything wrong, Don Guillermo?
GUILLERMO:
You went to interview him, allowed him to get inside your private life, inside your soul and you came back furious, Niky…
NIKY:

I don’t understand you… 

GUILLERMO:
You know what? Go to the DAI files, search and investigate, look… 

NIKY:

I’m not going to find anything in there Don Guillermo, and besides, everything is a mess … 

GUILLERMO:
That’s perfect… Do me a favor: forget about the investigation and all that. Let Santorini keep using you as he wants, let the Minister fall and the worst drug trafficker in history continue to exercise as a Congressman….Perfect, miss Niky, very good, that’s very good!
SCENE 15

CAR – DAY 

ANNOUNCER: (on the radio)

This newscast got word that the New Liberalism would be studying the possibility of submitting the case of Minister Lara’s check to a political ethics committee. Should that be the case, the Minister could be expelled and why not…
NANCY: (voice off)

Gloria, my husband is innocent… 

SCENE 16

GALÁN’S HOUSE OFFICE – DAY 

GLORIA:

I know he is. But this is an issue that Rodrigo and Luis Carlos have to solve… 

NANCY:

Yes, I know that, but I also know Luis Carlos listens to you. Why don’t you talk to him? Rodrigo mustn’t be called to appear before an ethics committee… 
GLORIA:

I’m sure that Luis Carlos is conscientiously judging the situation. Of course he listens to me, but he also does to all members of his movement and the public opinion…
NANCY:
Yes, but Rodrigo and Luis Carlos, more than political allies are friends…
GLORIA:

Sure, but this has nothing to do with being friends… 

NANCY:

What is it then? What do you mean? That you don’t believe in Rodrigo?

GLORIA:

Of course I believe in him, and so does Luis Carlos … 

NANCY:

What then?

GLORIA:

Look, you know what? I think this issue is being given too much importance. If Rodrigo appeals before to the Ethics Committee, he’ll give relevant explanations, they will be accepted, and that will be the end of that. If it was a trap that someone set up for him that will be the conclusion and the New Liberalism will show itself as a party that solves its difficulties and shows its face… 
SCENE 17

PABLO’S HOUSE– DAY 

GONZALO:

Tell him I was here and that I need him urgently… 

PATRICIA:

Wait… 

GONZALO:

I’m in a hurry… 

PATRICIA:

Come, sit… 

GONZALO:

I said I’m in a hurry, Patricia! 

PATRICIA:

Give me five minutes then… 

GONZALO:

Ah… 

PATRICIA:

Gonzalo, swear by your mother that I’m the only woman in Pablo’s life…. 

GONZALO:

Get off my back, Patricia! I have important things to do. Tell Pablo I’m looking for him, will you?

SCENE 18

INSIDE – DAY 

NEWSWOMAN:

Colonel…can you say something to us before the press release?

COLONEL:

No, I prefer to wait for the Minister…He has more information… 

SCENE 19

LARA’S OFFICE – DAY 

LARA:
We reviewed the political campaign and the family businesses accounts, and everything seems to indicate that this man Crisanto Pérez went to the hardware store and purchased something that for an unknown reason he paid with a check drawn on my name…
GALÁN:

Why on your name?

LARA:
I don’t know… 

GALÁN:

That’s weird, Rodrigo… 

LARA:
I don’t know. I don’t understand it. Let’s wait for my brothers to finish the reports and the accountings and can give me an explanation. You can be sure, Luis Carlos, that if there is anyone interested in clearing this up, that's me. Is there actually going to be an Ethics Committee? 
GALÁN:

They are pressing me. I haven’t made any decision and now I’m going to a meeting…. 

LARA:
Listen…do you remember I told you I had a surprise for Escobar?

GALÁN:

Yes…
LARA:
You’ll see…

SCENE 20

INSIDE – DAY 

NEWSWOMAN:

The Minister has just arrived….
NEWSWOMAN:

Mr. Minister, Mr. Minister …

LARA:
A moment please.  I know you are waiting for me to talk about the conversation and the check that connect me with that guy Crisanto Pérez, but no. At this time there are issues that are more important than defending myself against libels I’ve been subject to. I’ve called you today to let you know what Colonel Jairo Jimenez, Anti-Drug Commander, has achieved against criminals and drug traffickers in this country. To date, Colonel Jiménez and his men have seized more than twelve drug smuggling aircrafts…
NEWSWOMAN.

Mr. Minister…please Mr. Minister. Who owns all those aircraft?

LARA:
That’s under investigation. What I can tell you now is that a member of one of these criminal organizations, a man who enriches himself from drug-trafficking has unfortunately squeezed in the past elections and now forms part of the Congress of the Republic of Colombia… 
NEWSPERSON:

What steps will the State make regarding this situation, Mr. Minister? 
LARA:
Wait a moment, please. Yes, this is a distressing news for the country and rather difficult to believe, but it is true… 

LARA:
The member of the Congress I’m talking about is Pablo Emilio Escobar Gaviria…
NEWSWOMAN:

Mr. Minister, what’s the Congress going to do regarding this situation?

SCENE 21

TV STUDIO – NIGHT 

REGINA:
Thank you…
MALE:

On-air in ten seconds… 

REGINA:
Has this information been confirmed?

MALE:

Totally confirmed, four…
SCENE 22

PABLO’S HOUSE – NIGHT 

PABLO:

Had those seized aircrafts been loaded already? 
GONZALO:

That’s the good news. They hadn’t been loaded, and the product was saved. But we big amounts of money were lost, Pablo…
PABLO:

I don’t understand why they seized those aircrafts, if we are on good terms with the Civil Aeronautics people…
GONZALO:

No brother, things are not like that… the problem is different…
CHILI:

Boss… 

PABLO:

Yes, son?

CHILI:

Mr. Santorini…
PABLO:

I’ll get it. Thank you Chili. Good evening Mr. Santorini. All right, thank you very much…Chili, turn the TV on, please… 

REGINA: (on TV)

…Following the accusations made against him at the Congress, the Minister surprised the country with explosive statements…
LARA: (on TV)

…. who enriches himself from drug-trafficking has unfortunately squeezed in the past elections and now forms part of the Congress of the Republic of Colombia …
LARA: (on TV)

…The member of the Congress I’m talking about is Pablo Emilio Escobar Gaviria…

NEWSWOMAN: (on TV)

Mr. Minister, what’s the Congress going to do regarding this situation?

SCENE 23

LARA’S HOUSE– NIGHT 

LARA:
I had to defend myself…I couldn’t just sit back and do nothing….We had discussed that already… 

NANCY:
Yes, but regarding the check and the recording, dear. But how could you dare accusing Pablo Escobar on-air?

LARA:
Because I couldn’t keep silent any longer. I couldn’t let them trample on my dignity when the real crooks are there wearing a suit, disguised as important politicians…not anymore!  

NANCY:
The fact that everyone knows he’s a drug trafficker is one thing, but accusing him on-air before Congress is a quite different thing…
LARA:
It’s done, Freckles… I don’t mind who gets upset, but the truth is that Pablo Escobar is a criminal…a drug trafficker…. 

NANCY:
He’s a very dangerous man… 

SCENE 24

FILE – NIGHT 

NIKI FINDS A NEWSPAPE WITH A NEWS ABOUT ESCOBAR
SCENE 25

LARA’S HOUSE – NIGHT 

COLONEL:

I’m sorry to bother you in your house, Mr. Minister…. 

LARA:
No, no….it’s okay. On the contrary….Thank you for coming….Would you like coffee?

COLONEL:

No, no, thank you very much. I have a news and I wanted to give to you personally… 

LARA:
Go ahead …
COLONEL:

We’ve been confirmed that your office and house phones lines are tapped…
LARA:
Do you know who did it?

COLONEL:

The Telephone Company… 

LARA:
It had to be that. A few days ago I was talking on the phone and two seconds after I had hang up, the phone rang … when I picked it up I heard my voice repeating the conversation I had just had…
COLONEL:

Don’t worry, Minister. I myself took care of that. You’ll have safe lines… 

LARA:
Colonel, I don’t know how I’m going to repay all you’ve done for me… 

COLONEL:

Don’t mention it, Minister. You, my men and I are after those criminals…we’re on the same side….

SCENE 26

OFFICE – DAY 

PATRICIA:

Are you going to explain to me what the Minister is saying?! What do I have to believe? Look at me, I’m asking you something and you’re counting money in the middle of this mess! Mrs. Enelia, tell him that he has a family! Pablo, pay attention to me! 
ENELIA:

Patricia, let me talk to him… Pablo, I want you to answer to me. What I want to know is very important! 
PABLO:

We’ll talk later, mom, I …

ENELIA.

Later, my foot! You aren’t going to tell me what to do, Pablo! What I have to ask you is very important. Are you going to explain to me what the Minister is saying on TV? 
PABLO:

Those are all lies, all slanders. Are you going to believe my political enemies, too?

ENELIA:

Pablo, they are accusing you of being a drug trafficker, a mafia man, of exporting cocaine to the United States of America… 

PABLO:

I repeat those are just lies, slanders…my political enemies want to smear me and my reputation because …

ENELIA.

I told you and you didn’t pay attention to me! I said you weren’t meant for politics! And look where you are: in the pillory, and branded as a delinquent… 
PABLO:

Mom, I already told you those are slanders of the Minister of Justice. But in the next days I’m going to make him withdraw all those insults he’s proffering against my name. Because I’m going to show them that my wealth comes from my work in cattle and the construction field… 
ENELIA.

Pablo… 

PABLO:

…the industry field …

ENELIA.

Pablo Emilio…you’re talking to your mother….
PABLO:

Come, mom… 

SCENE 27

LARA’S HOUSE DINING ROOM – DAY 

LARA:
What then? If you’re thinking about bringing me before an ethics committee is because you don’t really believe me…
NANCY:

Oh dear! What I didn’t like was to find it out through the media…. 

LARA:
My friend, my political partner can’t believe me a hundred percent? I’m going to work! 
NANCY:
Rodrigo, talk to him...

SCENE 28

OUTSIDE HOUSE – DAY 

MALE:

Chili, now you belong to the bourgeoisie, brother….Will we have a house like this some day?

CHILI:

Of course, pal! Start working like mad and you’ll fill your pockets with money…And you haven’t still see Napoles Ranch. This is a doll’s house compared to that huge ranch! Look, here come the bosses …let’s go… 

GONZALO:

What’s up kids? We’re leaving… 

MALE:

Where to?

GONZALO:

Don’t ask… 

SCENE 29

GUILLERMO’S OFFICE – DAY 

GUILLERMO:
Congratulations, Niky! You finally found part of what we were looking for. The evidence that Pablo Escobar and Gonzalo Gaviria were arrested with 39 kilos of coca paste… 
NIKY:
What good does it make having found all that information if you don’t disclose it when I give it to you?
GUILLERMO:
Not disclosing it now doesn’t mean I’m not going to do it… 

NIKY:

Don Guillermo, this is a scoop! The most important news story I’ve ever had in my career….and you do nothing with it?! 
GUILLERMO:
What do you mean nothing? I’m keeping it….
NIKY:

Don Guillermo, all attacks against the Minister who we consider a decent person go…and when we have evidence on the drug-trafficker congressman we do nothing? 
GUILLERMO:
Look, Niky, this isn’t any scoop…this is a news with procedural irregularities…that completely changes the picture… 

NIKY:

That’s why… 

GUILLERMO:
You don’t understand it….you better go to work …. 

NIKY:

Don Guillermo…
GUILLERMO:
Forget it! Have a nice day, Niky….
SCENE 30

APARTMENT – DAY 

PABLO:

I need you to help me find a way to defend myself from this Minister of Justice. There must be a political way, a diplomatic way. We have tried everything with no success. We haven’t been able to stop his talking…it has become even worse…
REGINA:
Did you think that check would work?

PABLO:

Of course, Regina. We had the moral obligation to ruin the Minister’s image… harm him and make a big fuss at the Congress, even if it was a lie…Who gives a damn!
REGINA:
Pablo, darling…you have to start thinking as the future President of this country, not as a drug trafficker… 

PABLO:

But that’s we are doing, Regina. That was a political action…. As Santorini said…we have to perform a character-killing to the Minister…. 
REGINA:
You’ve made a god out of Santorini, for God’s sake! The check issue was a mistake…I’m very sorry, but you can’t pay more attention to Santorini…You can’t do everything he asks you…  

PABLO:

Who told you the check idea was Santorini’s? Where do you get that from? Don’t be stupid! That was my idea. I myself traveled to the Tolima Department to talk to his sister. (Regina stands up) If you get out that door, Regina Parejo, I swear on my mother, on my father that…
REGINA:
You swear on what? What are you going to do to me? Are you going to continue acting like a spoiled brat or do you want us to start working, huh?

PABLO:

Work… 

SCENE 31

LARA’S OFFICE – DAY 

GALÁN:

Good morning, Rodrigo… 

LARA:
I see nothing good in it…
GALÁN:

I’m really sorry for not having said it to you personally… 

LARA:
Do you also think that’s the problem here? Not having said it personally? I don’t think so… I think it is very serious that you bring me before an Ethics Committee and thus question my honesty…
GALÁN:

Rodrigo, you understand this wasn’t my decision, do you? It was a decision voted on by members, it was a Party’s decision… 
LARA:
C’mon, Luis Carlos. You lead that Party. That Party you and I founded. Don’t tell me now that this was a group decision…
GALÁN:

Listen to me: we’ve been very critical, we have accused others, and we have ordered investigations….and now that we’ve been accused….What shall we do? Stop investigating? 
LARA:
Look, Luis Carlos….I’m working on it…I’m denouncing drug-traffickers like Pablo Escobar. Do you think that’s sitting and doing nothing? On the contrary, I think that taking actions is my best defense…
GALÁN:

Can’t you see it, Rodrigo? This is what they want….that you and I fight…
LARA:
And they are indeed achieving it because you’re bringing me to an ethics committee…
GALÁN:

Rodrigo the fact that you directly accuse Pablo Escobar Gaviria isn’t going to solve the problem with the check drawn on your name neither the recording. That’s the reason for the ethics committee. Because the country, not I, has to understand that we aren’t only able to accuse but that we’re able to submit to regulations…. 
SCENE 32

INSIDE – DAY 

PABLO:

I want to inform the public opinion that the Minister of Justice has 24 hours left to present concrete evidence about the accusations he made against me yesterday at the Chamber of Representatives. Otherwise, I’ll proceed to sue him before the authorities and the Colombian justice. But if he’s willing to resign as he said, I ask him to do it. Because I’m willing to present myself at the Congress of the Republic and challenge the Minister to demonstrate his accusations against me and I will clearly demonstrate the accusations made against him. I’m going to show you the official passport that can prove that the United States Government granted me the visitor’s visa. Besides, I’m a frequent visitor to that nation. Thus this passport demonstrates you that the Minister lying for a second time…
SCENE 33

LARA’S HOUSE – NIGHT 

LARA:
This damn criminal dares to ask me to withdraw my accusation, and that I have 24 hours left to do it. Neither 24, 48… my whole life….I won’t withdraw! 
WIFE:

Why don’t we rest now? Relax, darling…
LARA:
Why is everything so complicated?
SCENE 34

INSIDE – NIGHT 

NEWSWOMAN:

Are you sure your money isn’t illegal? 
PABLO:

Not at all…we’ve being slandered and attacked with false information and harmful words thrown at us by our political enemies…
REGINA:
The press conference worked, didn’t it?

GONZALO:

How?

REGINA:

It indeed worked…look at the press people…. 

GONZALO:

I suppose so …I know nothing about this…. 

REGINA:
But didn’t you like it? Aren’t you glad? Pablo spoke very well… 
GONZALO:

If you say so, I believe it ….you’re the one who knows about this, don’t you? 
REGINA:
I think he did it very good…Listen, Gonzalo don’t you like me or is it that you don’t trust me?

GONZALO:

Well, since you are asking….I think you are an intelligent, glamorous, elegant woman…. what I find strange… 

REGINA:
What?

GONZALO:

Is to see a woman like you with a man like Pablo. That doesn’t mean I’m speaking ill of him but well… it’s strange, isn’t it?

REGINA:

Your cousin and have many things in common… 

GONZALO:

You and him? Like what for example?

REGINA:
I don’t know…we are accomplices… 

GONZALO:

What about that shit! 

REGINA:

Pardon? 
GONZALO:

I think you’re madly in love with Pablo…
PABLO:

Ready, my love. I’m over with the press people…Shall we go up or what?

SCENE 35

HOTEL ROOM – NIGHT 

REGINA:
That’s the prize for being a good boy… a good pupil…for conducting a good press conference…
PABLO:

Is that so?

REGINA:
Yes… 

PABLO:

Was I okay?

REGINA:
Yes…
PABLO:

Do you know what’s making me very happy?

REGINA:
What?

PABLO:

That you didn’t leave today…when you said you would…
REGINA:
Didn’t you want me to leave?
PABLO:

No…
REGINA:
Why?

PABLO:

Because, because you’re very important in my life, Regina. You can’t imagine how much I love you… 

SCENE 36

HOUSE – NIGHT 

EMILIO:

Mom, when will dad get home?

PATRICIA:

Oh dear. Your dad? Your dad won’t be home today. Why are you up?

EMILIO.

Where are you going to sleep? 
PATRICIA:

Do you want to come to mom’s bed? Come, lie down… Do you want me to tell you a little story? 

EMILIO.

No… 

PATRICIA:

Yes, I know it dear. Your father is the one who knows how to tell stories… 

SCENE 37

NEWSPAPER - NIGHT 

GUILLERMO:
Niky, how do you like tomorrow’s front page?

NIKY:

Don Guillermo, are you serious?

GUILLERMO:
Do you think I’m here this late just to tease you?

NIKY:

What happened? Why did you change your mind?

GUILLERMO:
There are events that aren’t exactly scoops. This is a news that vindicates the country’s democracy and of course relieves a great minister… 
NIKY:

Is that because Escobar gave 24 hours to the Minister to withdraw his accusations? 
GUILLERMO:
Exactly….listen Niky, we journalists have weapons we should use at the right moment and this is one of those moments…. 

SCENE 38

STREET – DAY 

NEWSBOY:
El Espectador! Get the newspaper….here! 
SCENE 39

GALÁN’S HOUSE DINING ROOM – DAY 

GALÁN:

Good for you Rodrigo! This is how it should be…Read, read, read…
SCENE 40

LARA’S HOUSE – DAY 

LARA: (on the phone)

Don Guillermo, I can’t believe it! Why hadn’t you told me? 
GUILLERMO:
Minister, you have to understand I couldn’t scoop myself. Today’s news is of great help for you, for your fight… get on going, will you? The country has to understand that we can’t allow those men intimidate us…No, no… No way! 
SCENE 41

INSIDE – DAY 

COLONEL:

Vaupés? Deep in the jungle…
POLICEWOMAN:

Here, my colonel… (SHE HANDS HIM THE NEWSPAPER)

COLONEL:

Thank you…Vaupés…What’s this? 
SCENE 42

HOTEL ROOM – DAY 

(THEY KNOCK AT THE DOOR)

PABLO:

That’s the rice coming….go, go…. 

REGINA:
You have to be kidding. I don’ believe you ordered rice for breakfast… 

PABLO:

I’ll give you some so you can taste it… 

REGINA:
You’re going to get fatter… 

PABLO:

Fat, huh! Just try the plantain and you’ll see… 

GONZALO:

Good morning, Regina….
REGINA:

Good morning… 

GONZALO:

Come, cousin… 
PABLO:

Have breakfast with us Gonzalo… 

GONZALO:

I said come, man… 

REGINA:
Did you call him?

PABLO:

Why should I call Gonzalo? 
PABLO:

What’s wrong?

GONZALO:

Do you like how you look in photos? 
PABLO:

Well, that depends…If I look well-groomed, yes….
GONZALO:

Tell me if you look well-groomed in here, jackass! 
REGINA:
What happened?

PABLO:

What’s this shit?! What the fuck is this, huh?
SCENE 43

A FINAL TEXT READING:

(ESCOBAR, THE DRUG LORD IS A FICTION SERIES, A FREE ADAPTATION OF ALONSO SALAZAR’S NOVEL “THE PARABLE OF PABLO”, NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND WIDELY KNOW FACTS OF THE NATIONAL LIFE. HISTORIC FACTS ARE SURROUNDED BY FICTITIOUS CHARACTERS AND DIALOGUES THAT ALLOW REPLACING AND RE-CREATING NON-DOCUMENTED SITUATIONS) 

END OF EPISODE
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