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Black´s Game
svartur á leik
thriller
Oskar thor axelsson
Oskar thor axelsson
thorvaldur David kristjansson, Johannes Haukur Johannesson, Damon Younger
thor s. sigurjonsson, skuli Fr. malmquist, arnar knutsson
Nicolas Winding refn, chris Briggs 
Zik Zak Filmworks, Filmus
kristjan lodmfjord
Bergsteinn Bjorgulfsson
ingvar lundberg
104 min
2011
arri alexa
Dolby Digital
HD
1:2.35
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iceland
2012
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WORLD SALES
TrustNordisk
www.trustnordisk.com
info@trustnordisk.com
Filmbyen 28, 2650 Hvidovre, Denmark
+45 3686 8788
+45 3686 8750

Website
E-mail

Address
Phone

Facsimile

FESTIVAL CONTACT 
Icelandic Film Centre
www.icelandicfilmcentre.is
christof@icelandicfilmcentre.is
Hverfisgata 54, 101 reykjavík, iceland
+354 562 3580
+354 562 7171
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SYNOPSIS
the last few years of the millennium marked a transformational period for the icelandic underworld. What had 
been a relatively innocent playground for petty criminals and “hobby pushers” progressed into the organized and 
violent industry that prevails today. 
Black’s Game takes place during turbulent times, using as framework a handful of real events from the period; the 
ecstasy revolution, two armed bank heists, a large scale insurance scam and the biggest drug-bust in the country’s 
history. all these events shook icelandic society profoundly, not least because of the high level of professionalism.

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY
a native of iceland and a graduate from NYu’s Film Department, Oskar thor axelsson, born 1973, has extensive 
background in tv commercials production.
axelsson´s numerous short films are his NYu thesis, mistY mOuNtaiN (2007), a nominee for the student academy 
awards and winner of three craft awards at NYu’s First run Film Festival and the award-winning comedy NYlON 
(2003). Black´s Game marks axelsson´s feature film debut. Based on an icelandic best-selling novel, it chronicles 
the true story of how iceland’s underworld came of age in the late 1990s. 
axelsson is represented by William morris endeavor (Wme) entertainment.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
“Black’s Game chronicles a part of iceland’s recent history that i’m fascinated with. around the turn of the 
century, the local crime scene progressed into the organized and violent industry that prevails today. i sometimes 
like to call it a coming-of-age tale of the icelandic underworld.
the main character, stebbi, is in many ways an icelandic everyman. and his eagerness to impress and belong is in 
a way typical for the country of iceland in the company of larger nations. He is (we are) always trying to play in a 
league above. But that can sometimes take its toll!
as much a lover of movies as a filmmaker, my key goal has always been to enjoy both the making of Black’s 
Game as well as viewing it in the theatre. at least i can say the first part has proven quite successful…”

Oskar thor axelsson


